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The Halo of the Ordinary 

ILBERT CHESTERTON said of Charles 

Dickens that he (Dickens) possessed 

the key of the street. It was said of 
Ralph Waldo Emerson as a popular lecturer 
that he “gave to the people bread made out of 
the wheat grown in their own lives.” A critic 
of John Ruskin said that Ruskin saw every- 
thing in the cathedral but the altar, The trath 
of the matter is that Ruskin saw the altar 
everywhere. 

A writer in the Saturday Evening Post gives 
us one reason why the late Theodore Roosevelt 
was so loved by the masses: “He knew the 
kind of geranium that would grow on a tene- 
ment house fire escape.” 

It was said of Jesus that when he spoke the 
common people heard him gladly. He saw the 
possibilities, potentialities and promises that 
were inherent in every soul. He discouraged 
sinning and encouraged righteousness by point- 
ing out the better way and building on the good. 
He treated the common man uncommonly. 

Jesus helped prosaic lives to become lives 
poetic. He saw the angel in the rough stone, 
the jewel in the mire, the lily in the muck. Out 
of taxgatherers and fishermen he made king- 
dom builders and fearless messengers of Divine 
truth. His was the sympathetic heart and the 
helpful hand, and the understanding head. 

Preachers must learn His method. In the 
last analysis preaching the gospel is not telling 
the world how bad it is, but how good it has 
the opportunity of becoming. 
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The Perplexed Preacher 


E writer has been singularly fortunate 

in some of the phases of his ministry. 

He has had little financial difficulty, 
except in the way of making a shrinking salary 
and growing family needs balance. What has 
been mutually agreed upon has been paid, so 
far. He has a church debt to deal with, but 
his trustees carry the major burden of care and 
ease him all in their power. He has never been 
‘dictated to, speaking the truth of God as he 
‘sees it. He has been disagreed with but never 
itold what he may or may not preach. In the 
‘congregation the older men on occasion have 
.given him wise counsel; the younger men have 
jaccepted him as a brother and an equal; the 
‘youths and maidens, many of them, have 
‘discussed their problems and their futures with 
‘him; and the women have seen that his plate 
‘was heaped and his coffee-cup refilled. He 
scannot speak of ministerial tiredness, allthough, 
‘with the perversity of the human, he has 
‘experienced it without true justification. 

But he confesses to perplexity in preaching. 
‘When he began his ministry as a student-mis- 
‘sionary among the homesteaders on the Saskat- 
ichewan prairie he had no perplexities. In those 
days he could sit with ease for hours on the 
[hurricane deck of a cayuse, and almost every- 
tthing else sat with equal ease on his shoulders. 
{He grew up in a church home in Scotland. He 
'went with pious parents to the Established 
‘Church, the auld Kirk o’ Scotland. It was a 
ifairly liberal home. It granted to others the 
iright to worship as they pleased, in Methodist 
(Chapel or Episcopal Church, but its members 
rwent to the House of God, as their forbears 
lhad done since John Knox looked on the 
ibonny face of Mary, Queen of Scots, and 
ifound himself neither dismayed nor diverted 
iby her beauty. ~ 

The manse was the center of the parish and 
tthe minister was ordained of God, not merely 
eh the laying on of hands of the Presbytery. 

e spoke with God, and he spoke for God. 
God was “a Spirit, infinite, eternal and un- 
changeable in His being, wisdom, er, holi- 
ness, justice, goodness, and truth.” “The only 
Redeemer of God’s elect (was) the Lord Jesus 
Whrist, who, being the eternal Son of God, 
became man, and so was, and (continued) to 
be, God and man, in two distinct natures, and 
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one person, for ever.” The Bible was ‘‘the 
word of God, the only rule of faith and obed- 
tence.’ “‘Man’s chief end (was) to glorify 
God, and to enjoy Him for ever.’ With these 
matters finally and definitely determined, why 
should he have perplexities? It is true that 
even in those days certain Scots, with mis- 
directed minds, held these matters were not 
settled once and for all, but he was not of 
their number. God was a personal Being who 
saw and cared; Jesus Christ was His Son and 
man’s Savior; the Bible was His Word; and 
man was His child. The truth was plain, and 
the way was open and clear. 


Not even the theological seminary supplied 
him with perplexities. It changed some of his 
viewpoints. It enlarged some of his concep- 
tions. It destroyed some of his illusions. It 
equipped him with some things, and burdened 
him with others. But it sent him out still con- 
fident and undismayed. 

It sent him out, and its door had hardly 
swung shut behind him when the perplexities 
began to come. For one thing, he met men 
from other seminaries, and they had not been 
dealt with as gently as he. They came bristling 
with question marks, probing at and shaking 
the foundations laid by the fathers centuries 
before. And he walked among men and women 
who knew nothing of the seminary, but who 
knew much of life at first hand. He found 
murder and sudden death, sorrow and despair 
and suicide, and he had to deal with these 
things. Men said to him, “Parson, what does 
it all mean?” He was young and he tried to 
be honest, so he answered, “I don’t know, but 
God is good.” They looked on dead babies, 
or motherless ones, and asked, “Is He?’ So he 
began to be less sure, to be perplexed. 

He was reading books of which the seminary 
never heard, or, at any rate, never mentioned. 
Some of these books tried to give him defini- 
tions of God, other than that of the Shorter 
Catechism. Some of them gave him pictures 
of his Lord that he had difficulty in recog- 
nizing. He saw the Christ portrayed as a glori- 
fied Rotarian, a genial “go-getter’” of the 
luncheon clubs, not a simple-hearted, clear- 
minded Galilean peasant who died on a cross 
beneath Syrian stars. He saw “Jesus, the 


Small Town Man” with little or no conception ~ 
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of the great world lying beyond. He saw “a 
devoted and patriotic Jew’ hoping “that 
enough individual Jews of Palestine would 
accept (his proposal) to change the national 
attitude toward Rome, and thus at once save 
the nation from threatened destruction and at 
the same time thrust the saved nation forward 
into its real mission to the world.” (The 
Career and Significance of Jesus: Walter Bell 
Denny) Some of these books laughed at his 
outworn ideas of Christianity and its place 
and power in the lives of men. So his perplext- 
ties increased. He was letting go some of the 


old things, but his grip of the new things was 
not very sure. 


He began to have intimate fellowship with 
brother ministers of his own denomination and 
of others. He listened to their casual conversa- 
tions and their formal papers. He learned their 
viewpoints differed from his. Not deeply versed 
in philosophy, not widely read in psychology, 
more or less ignorant of psychiatry, his perplex- 
ities grew apace. He was a preacher, but if one 
is to preach there must be some measure of 
authority behind him. There should be con- 
viction of something. The philosopher may 
today reject his own theories of yesterday. The 
psychologist may find a new line with every 
new year. The psychiatrist may talk of glands 
and hormones and the sub-conscious and befog 


his listener. But a preacher — “we speak that: 


we do know and testify that we have seen.” 
What do we know and what have we seen? 
With what authority shall a preacher use 
the Bible? Or shall he use it? A volume of 
sermons, “Preaching In The New Era, by 
Elmore McKee, has this word in the introduc- 
tion: “The text has lost its exalted position. 
In only a portion of the setmons do the 
preachers give their first spoken words to a 
text. Some of the other speakers, if they 
have a text or a passage on which they are 
preaching, introduce it by leading up to it, 
_and then weaving it in as their own thought 
develops. Only a few give their Opening para- 
gtaphs to the biblical setting. There is a 
_ tendency to ‘plunge into’ the theme in their 
Opening sentences, and not to risk a ‘restful’ 
attitude on the part of hearers, but rather to 
arrest their attention at first greeting. The 
writer 1s not arguing for homiletical method 
but simply pointing out a fact.” His ‘fact’ does 
not seem so vital or worthy his extended 
expression, for analysis shows that out of four- 
teen sermons one has a text at the close, five 
have the text in the body of the sermon, and 
eight have it at the beginning. But he 
indicates a condition existing. Are we to 
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expound the Scriptures as we preach, or is the 
Bible to be a mere background against which 
we place our message, or is it to be dragged 
in only on the occasions when it may buttress 
our position ? 

Of course, there have been changes in the 
attitudes toward the Bible. Even the militant 
fundamentalist does not hold all the views of 
his fathers. He knows the seven days of cre- 
ation, or was it six?, were not our days of 
twenty-four hours. The real question, of course, 
is deeper. Does God still speak in and through 
the Word? Is God to be found in the pages 
of Isaiah and Amos and Micah? Did John 
and Peter and Paul know what they were 
talking about? Is Jesus of the New Testament 
the Word of God? Today Dorsey gives us our — 
knowledge of man. Harry Elmer Barnes 
offered to provide a new Bible and a new God. 
We read the signs of the times and are over- 
whelmed. We forecast the future of the race 
and are dismayed. Rejecting the ethic of Jesus 
we begin patiently in the dark to rebuild with 
Lippmann. 

Well, perhaps! The writer is grateful to all 
these for many things but in his perplexity he 
has decided he will continue to search the 
Scriptures. He will avail himself of all the 
light the new learning is able to give him, but 
it will be to illumine the old pages and to_ 
rediscover the old truths. 

Even that resolve, however, does not clear 
away all the perplexities. Perhaps it has not_ 
really cleared away any. It may only have put 
them to sleep. At any rate, some are still 
active. How shall we speak of God? What 
do we mean by God? “...there is a real 
dilemma which modern man cannot success- 
fully evade, ‘Where is the way where light 
dwelleth?’? They are compelled to choose con- 
sciously, clearly, and with full realization of 
what the choice implies, between religion as a 
system of cosmic government and religion as 
insight into a cleansed and matured person- 
ality: between God conceived as the master 
of that fate, creator, providence, and king, and 
God conceived as the highest good: at which 
they might aim. For God is the supreme. 
symbol in which man expresses his destiny, 
and if that symbol is confused, his life is con- 
fused.” (Lippmann) But may not Lippmann 
have been confused? May he not have been 
dividing that which is indivisible? May not 
God be both creator, master, and the highest 
good? May we not say, in Reinhold Niebuht’s 
words, ‘“God the creator and God the fulfill- 
ment of existence?” 


(See page 284) 
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EiestOst ART 
OF WINNING SOULS 


AARON N. MECKEL 


CHIEF OF POLICE in an Indiana city, 
A looking at the human wrecks who were 
brought to him, was overheard to say, 
“The saving of souls is rapidly becoming a 
Lost Art in our generation.” 
Perhaps, we who are entrusted with the 
'Gospel, had better face up to that accusation. 
Is the winning of souls to Christ becoming a 


lost art with us? The outstanding liberal 
jpreacher of our generation, not long before 


|his retirement from the active ministry, stated 
in a sermon, that, were persons actually to 
[become soundly converted in our average run 
1of Church, we would hardly know how to deal 
‘with them! 


The Great Imperative of evangelism is flung 
‘out from the lips of the supreme Soul-Winner 
‘of the ages: “And I, if I be lifted up from 
ithe earth, will draw all men unto me.” The 
imighty Magnet is to be moved towards the 
filings that it may draw them. : 

Now place the statement of the police 
schief and the words of Christ side by side. 
‘Not, ‘if ideas about Me are lifted up,” but “if 
I, the Son of God and Redeemer of men, 
be lifted up, I will draw all men unto Me.” 
And then the Police chief: “The saving of 
souls is rapidly becoming a lost art in this 
generation.” Whatever else may be said of 
‘the man in the pulpit on Sunday morning, let 
ithis be said: when the passion for souls, as 
Jowett calls it, pales from his ministry, he 1s, 
ito say the least, a shorn Sampson just going 
ithrough the motions. He is no longer a 
preacher of the Good News, a proclaimer of 
‘the Lord and Master, who said He came to 
-seek and to save the lost. What has been 
called the “lost radiance of religion’ and 
the “lost passion for souls’, are part and parcel 
of the same thing. : 


first place, because believers witnessed to the 
‘Lord. Early Christianity was wrought out in 
‘the crucible of experience. Your Peters and 
Pauls and Marys beheld in their Master a 
eighty Magnet, and so they lifted Him oe in 
living word and deed that He might draw 
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The Church grew and became great, in the ~ 


men unto Him. “And the Lord added daily 
to the Church such as were saved.,”’ 

The overall object of those first disciples was 
not to build a pretentious Church. Nor was 
it to pad membership rolls. Their consuming 
object was to bear glad witness to the One 
who had redeemed them from sin and unbelief. 
Thus did the Church grow. 

And how amazingly simple was the method 
of Jesus! He took twelve men, the like of 
ourselves, /ived His way into their lives, filled 
them to overflowing with His redemptive 
concern for others, and sent them out to the 
“lost sheep of the House of Israel,” saying, 
“Ye are My witnesses.” So did the Church 
grow! 

How is it then, that the winning. of souls 
has become a lost art in many places? Is it 
that we have lost the art of “pleading with 
men?’’ Is it that we have professionalized our 
witness to the extent that we forget that Chris- 
tianity first burst upon the world as a lay apos- 
tolate? Can we no longer say with William 
Carey, “My business is to be a Christian, I 
cobble shoes for a living?” Or with the blessed 
Paul, “I am persuaded that nothing—in heaven 
or earth—can separate us from the love of 
God in Jesus Christ’’? 

Crucial questions these, knocking at our 
heart’s door, asking for a reply. 

When Henry Ward Beecher began his min- 
istry, he was disappointed by the absence of 
results and an almost total lack of response. 
“The chariot wheels dragged; there were 
no signs of an awakening; the indifferent 
remained sunk in their indifference. Then one 
day the thought gripped him: “There was a 
reason why, when the Apostles preached, they © 
succeeded and I will find it out, if it is to be 
found out.” The youthful Beecher probed 
deep into Apostolic methods and sources of 
power. He found that these men preached 
the Gospel, not as a set of intellectual opinions, 


but as the wonderful words and acts of God 


for man’s salvation. Then his ministry became 
redemptive with results for God. 


Perhaps, we modern “craftsmen” have 


become so obsessed with peripheral matters— _ 


social reform in the abstract, the raising of | 


budgets, the forming of endless committees _ 
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in your life. 


_ hangs like a fog over the modern Church. 


where we “spend hours to pass minutes’; the 
whirl of social organizations—that we have too 
much lost sight of our primary task of 
witnessing. 

I wonder about that when I see religious 
sects capitalizing on our lukewarmness. There 
comes to mind the Mormon elevator boy in 
St. Paul, Minn., who tried to convert me to his 
faith. A pastor friend says that whenever a 
Mormon family moves into his community you 
can feel their missionary fervor for five miles 
in every direction. Yes, let it be said, that 
when the Congregationalists, the Methodists, 
the Baptists, and the Presbyterians no longer 
ply their evangelistic witness, then the religious 
sects take it up. 

Even as the first Christians were driven 
abroad by persecution, they witnessed to the 
pagan world of the Lord of Life. Persecuted, 
but witnessing! When the Church was great, 
the winning of souls to the Redeemer was 
a consummate art. 

The Church will again become a strong 
moral force in modern society, when as indiv- 
idual Christians, we retrieve the lost art of win- 
ning souls. That will mean, brother pastor, 
that you and I will refuse to stand on “The 
slippery floor of a popular pulpit” (Alexander 
Whyte), and like Baxter will preach as “a 
dying man to dying men.” We will be con- 
sumed with one passion, to lift up Jesus Christ 
unto the salvation of men. It will further mean 
that we will spread this contagion of soul-win- 
ning to those with whom we worship from 
Sunday to Sunday. ‘“‘No man is ever really 
saved,” said Moody, “until he has won at least 
one other person to Jesus Christ.” 

The qualifications for an effective soul- 
winner, whether in pulpit or pew? You must 


have a “story” of your own to tell. Men must 


see evidence of the working power of God 
Go out and talk about yourself 
and you become an insufferable bore! Go and 
tell another what Jesus Christ means to you 
and you become an irresistible magnet. Help 
to break the false conspiracy of silence that 
In 
a day when the Communist and secularist are 
shouting their wares, should the Christian be 
silent ? 

In the winning of souls, love counts for 
much more than argument. Human souls are 
loved rather than argued into the Kingdom of 
God. We who are entrusted with the Good 
News for men today, must have the imagin- 
ative insight of the Boy Scout who was admin- 
istering artificial respiration to a poor drunk. 
“Son, I’m not worth your trouble,” said the 
derelict. But the little fellow replied, ‘But I’m 
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not thinking of the man you are, but of the 
man you're going to be.” 

The way to acquire this lost art we have 
been discussing, is to practice it. When 
Dwight L. Moody was asked the “how” of 
soul winning by a hesitant Christian he replied: 
“Start right where you are. The main thing §& 
to begin.” Therein, I am persuaded, lies the 
strength of Protestantism in the Southland. 
Whatever else may be said of it, Protestantism, 
south of the Mason and Dixon Line, is evangel- 
ical to the core, and is insistent that new 
converts go out and bring in others to the Lord 
of Life and the Church Community. To use a 
good Quaker’s words—“‘God must put a new 
concern in our souls for the salvation of our 
fellowmen.” If Kefauver and Kinsey reports 
mean anything at all, it is that our modern 
society has gone to seed at the crucial point of 
character. 

Let men hearing us, in our present day 
pulpits, say what the students of Edinburgh 
said about the ministry of Alexander Whyte 
at St. George’s: “I remember how one of 
us coming out of that Church one day said: 


‘Well, till hearing Whyte I never realized - 


>» 


that paradox of St. Paul, — yet not I. And 
again, according to George Adam Smith, 
“,..it was the spirit of the Lord which we 
felt pouring through him.” 


In the end, it will not be the worldly honors — 


we have won, that will bring deepest satis- 


faction. It will be the sov/s, who through our _ 
loving concern and interest, were led into the — 


joy and glory of the Christian life that will 
constitute the jewels and the gems in our 


looking to pesus 


O wondrous loving Jesus, 
Surpassing all that’s fair, 
Keep me today within Thy love 
And drive away my care! 


O wondrous patient Jesus 

In faith I come to Thee 

Give me Thy patience and Thy grace 
And set my spirit free. 

O wondrous suffering Jesus 

Upon that lonely bill. 

Shine Thou today within my heart, 
And repossess my will. 


_ O wondrous living Jesus, 
And more than life to me! 
Cleanse me today of all my sin 
That I may live with Thee. 


; m 
—WALTER R. YOUNG 


The Expo 


Here Is Good News! 


You get the bad news in the press, all of it, 
decause the function of the press is to hold the 
mirror to the world’s daily life and doings, 
reflecting its follies, foibles, fears, wantonness, 
wickedness, with rarely anything constructive. 
You hear even younger folks, in sheer constern- 
ition asking ‘““What is this world coming to?” 
But when you go to Church you hear the 
SOOD NEWS. You hear about the love of 
sod and the abiding values of the Cross 
und the power of the Gospel. If you don’t 
aear that when you go to Church you haven't 
seen there at all. 

With her creative and redemptive Word, the 
Church is working at the heart and height of 
moral things in a world morally bankrupt. 
Where do you find so deep a treatment of what 
§ wrong with the world as in the Word of 
Sod? And where else do you find the cure 
‘or the awful plight and plague of your own 
neart? You will never find what you need in 
the press, nor will you hear the Word of Life 
‘rom the publicists and commentators and legis- 
ators and educators and money-changers and 
militarists. They deal with the temporal while 
the Church deals with the Eternal. You will 
most certainly hear it in the still small Voice 
hat speaks to you from on high when you go 
0 Church and the reality of God rises within 
your heart like the rising of the tide. 

God is there in Word and Sacrament to lift 
7ou “out of an horrible pit, out of the miry 
lay, and to set your feet upon the Rock, and 
o establish your goings.” The de-humanizing 
»f man has about done for this generation so 
hat nothing but the dead lift of the Almighty 
an get us out of our trouble. Heart-strings 
hat have been let down by a de-valuation of 
man, or vibrated to the snapping point by the 
sitiless succession of evil current events, can be 
uned again to proper pitch or gently stilled by 
he quieting, soothing touch of the Pierced 
land of Jesus. There are no pills on the 
narket for the headaches that torture the 
odern mind. Brains ready to burst under the 
anny of evil thoughts are delivered from that 
anny and made sane again by no other 
ower than that of the Great Deliverer whose 
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thought toward us are thoughts of peace and 
not of evil. Hag-ridden as in a nightmare 
we seem to be irresistibly shoved to the brink 
and into the abyss, but the cry of our God 
can wake us up and the hand of God can wipe 
the cold sweat from our faces and make us of 
good courage in our day. 

No one lives to himself alone. Every soul 
is born for Society, and every soul is born 
for Redemption—and therefore every soul is 
born for the Society of Redemption, which is 
the Church. We have this birthright from ~ 
God. Then why not make use of it to the 
full? Why not go to Church, hear the Good 
News, believe it, and live? 

Someone has said, “Satan is God’s ape.” He 
would like to imitate God but he makes a 
monkey of himself. Not to worship God is to 
ape Satan—which puts him pretty far down 
in the scale of being. By that sort of monkey- 
business men render themselves worse than 
toads in a ditch. To worship God is the 
highest, noblest and most ennobling thing a 
man can do. If you go to Church God will 
empty your heart of that black stuff that is 
making you sick and fill your mouth with 
songs and laughter and gladness when you 
hear the Good News that He loves you. 

—Paul W. Roth. 


The Falling Barometer 

Few observers of human conduct now view 
the world through the rose glasses popular in 
the nineteenth century. The current decline 
in public morality is probably due to two world — 
wars, to certain unfortunate defects in public 
education and to the substitution of relativism 
for authority in ethics. This last makes the 
two-fold task of personal conversion and of 
social reform more difficult. 

Recently some dark corners have been lighted 
up by three committees of the United States 
Senate. Those headed by Senators Maybank 
and Fullbright have demonstrated the ease with 
which many Waashington officeholders remain 
basically immoral while avoiding technical 
illegality. 


The spectacular Kefauver crime commission 


has spotlighted the way in which judges, sher- ae 


Page 261. 


iffs, district attorneys and police chiefs in rep- 
resentative metropolitan areas have failed to 
carry out their oaths of office. In return for 
money or political support they have silently 
sanctioned the continuance of evil-doing. Of 
course, that means that the voting public has 
also been content to condone vice and crime in 
the local community. This attitude will have 
to be changed and the churches will have to 
lead off. Sleeping watchmen mean decadent 
communities. 

A somber thought comes to those who 
remember the Teapot Dome scandal of twenty- 
five years ago. That produced a moral revul- 
sion which does not seem to be present now 
and the impressionistic astonishment which has 
replaced it offers little hope of reformation. 
Before the television camera a gangster may 
cut a more heroic figure than the prosecutor 
if his acting ability is superior. 

At the root of our trouble lies our failure 
to teach moral standards authoritatively and 
convincingly. For this the home, the church 
and the public school are responsible. The 
school may teach children to brush their teeth 
regularly but it shows diminishing concern for 
character-building. This has gone on for so 
long that many people have ceased to expect 
anything else. In a recent local survey, over 
3,000 parents of 6,000 children turned in 
answers to a variety of questions propounded 
by school authorities. Forty-five percent of 
those replying had lived in the community less 
than five years and represented a fair cross- 
section of the American people. One ques- 
tion was: ‘“Teaching of morality by schools— 
14% agreed that it is not a responsibility of the 
schools, 20% were inclined to share that view, 
12% were undecided, 27% inclined to the 
view that it is the schools’ responsibility and 
25% were strongly of the latter opinion.” The 
great majority of those answering felt that 
the schools should inculcate “good citizenship,’ 
forgetting that morality is basic to that virtue. 

The family and the church show signs of 
slowly regaining their ability to function in this 
field. One great communion has produced 
an entirely new curriculum for church schools, 
one which makes unprecedentedly heavy 
demands upon parents and teachers. Other 
groups will doubtless follow this fine example. 
If the movement becomes general, Americans 
a generation hence may be expected to display 
a brand of moral behavior markedly superior 
to the shabby variety unncovered by current 
investigations, —Edward Laird Mills. 


- Noble deeds outlive granite monuments. 
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Souls or Goods 
That saintly Covenanter, the author of the 

famous LETTERS, Samuel Rutherford, labored 
for some years as the minister at Anwoth on 
the Solway. There in the fields he had what is 
called his “praying stones,” where he knelt in 
earnest prayer, wrestling with God for the souls 
committed to his care. He was wont to say that 
if only one soul was led to Christ by his 
ministry, great would be his joy and great his 
reward. 

O, if one soul from Anwoth 

Greet me at God's right hand, 

My heaven will be two heavens 

In Immanuel’s land.” 


In another land, on a cold, bleak and rainy 
day, a day when nature’s gloom seems to 
make death and the grave more formidable 
than when the sky is clear and the sun shines, 
there was the funeral of a minister—a minister 
long out of active service, one who had out- 
lived his generation. He felt that his ministry 
had been a failure, and on his deathbed gave 
expression to the doubt that he- had brought 
even one soul into the kingdom of redemption. 
At the grave there were present only the 
undertaker, the gravediggers, the officiating 
minister and one other, a stranger who. 
appeared to be deeply moved. When the 
minister had finished the words of committal - 
and pronounced the benediction, he walked. 
over to the stranger, and, taking him by the 
hand, said, ““Were you a relative of this man?” 

“No,” answered the man, “I was not.” 

“Then a close friend, I suppose?” 

“No, I was not his relative; I was not his 
friend; but .. .” pointing to the grave, ‘‘that 
minister saved my soul.” 

Things, goods, schemes, plans, are no sub- 
stitute for the Gospel of Light and Life. 
Things pass, schemes wither, goods decay, but 
souls abide forever; the church and the 
preacher whose great aim and high objective is 
Souls, speaks not only to the times but to the 
eternities. 

“Take thou the goods, and give me the 
souls !”’ —Clarence E. Macartney. — 


Pentecost in 1952 


Attention is now being focused on the 
observance of Pentecost, June 1, 1952, as the 
climax of a year of effort to make real the 
ever-present help of the Holy Spirit to believers’ 
who aim to accomplish God’s will for mankind: 
in this era of fear and unrest. - 


Build with God’s help, and you build for all 
time! i 
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Where Do I Belong in the Church? 

1. Pillars—worship regularly, giving time 
and money. 

2. Supporters—give time and money if they 
like the minister and treasurer. 

3. Leaners—use the church for funerals, 
baptisms, and marriages, but give no time 
or money to support the church. 

4. Working Leaners—work, but do not give 
money. 

5. Specials—help and give occasionally for 
something that appeals to them. 

‘6. Annuals—or Easter Birds—dress up, look 
serious, and go to church on Easter. 

7. Spongers—take all blessings and benefits, 
even the sacrament, but give no money 
to support the church. 

8. Tramps—go from church to church, but 
support none. 

‘9. Gossips—talk freely about everyone 
except the Lord Jesus. 

10. Scrappers—take offense, critcize, and 
fight. 

1. Orphans—are children sent by parents 
who do not set them an example. 

.2. Backsliders—'‘go back and walk no more 
: with Jesus” (John 6:66). 
.3. Hypocrites—are leaners who say they are 
better than church-goers.—First Church 
Life, First Presbyterian Church, Pitts- 
burgh, Penn. 


"A Closed Book” 

A Film on Safety 

The theme, “When it comes to safety, each 
»f us is his brother’s keeper,” is developed in 
ilm-story form through the Farm Bureau 


ational distribution. Safety is essentially a 
jatter of attitude, a state of mind, and safety 
es and codes will not protect the man who 
uts a penny in the fuse box, the farmer who 
verloads his tractor, or the driver who takes 
vances with bad brakes, slippery pavements, 
1 drives while under the influence of intoxi- 
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msurance Companies and is released for- 


cating liquor. The story centers around the 
activities of a small town doctor, who becomes 
a safety-bug when his wife is killed by a hit- 
run driver. 

While the film has a moral, it is no heavy- 
handed sermon, but expresses its message 
through the story-theme; there is humor, 
romance, and suspense, designed to make 
America more safety-conscious. The film has 
an all-Hollywood cast, runs 26 minutes, avail- 
able on free loan, the only charge being return 
postage, suitable for group showing, and may 
be ordered from the — 


Public Relations Dept. 
Farm Bureau Inc. Co. 

246 North High Street 
Columbus 16, Ohio 


Crusade for Freedom, 
September, 1951 
American Churches are requested “to give 

leadership to the Crusade for Freedom’, basic- 

ally designed to “broadcast truth” to the world. 

A “Facts Sheet” on the proposed Crusade to 

secure at least 25-million American sponsors, ~ 

and a minimum of 31/4 million dollars, from 

September 3 to 30, 1951, may be had from — 

Crusade for Freedom 


Room 301, Empire State Building 
New York 1, N. Y. 


The 20-Year Plan 

Expositor subscribers interested in the details 
about ‘The 20-Year Plan” with the objective 
being ‘‘a proposed long range, non-profit, 
educational system, now being developed to 
promote scientific education regarding the 
effects of narcotics, including alcoholics, and 
tobacco for all American Youth, especially 
public school students, as a necessary and indis- 
ensable aid to morality, character building, 
and health education, utilizing state laws and 
supplementary educational methods. 

The immediate objective of the 20-Year Plan 
is to bring the facts regarding these narcotics 
to the attention of American youth as effec- 
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tively and speedily as possible, and 20 years is 
required to study the development of. a 
generation.” 

A Preliminary Prospectus of the 20 Year 
Plan may be secured free from the— 


National Organizing Committee 
Suite 404, McKim Building 
1301 G St, N.W., Washington 5, D:C: 


in which are given the questions asked 
regarding the plan, and the answers as con- 
ceived by the organizers. 


Director of Commission 

on Higher Education 

Dr. Raymond F. McLain, President of 
Transylvania College, Lexington, Ky., was 
reported to have accepted appointment of full- 
time director of the Commission on Higher 
Education of the NC of Churches of Christ, to 
assume duties Sept. 1, 1951, headquarters in 
New York City, according to an announcement 
June 19, 1951. The Commission is said to 
represent 375 Protestant Colleges in the U.S.A., 
and the appointment will interest every 
Expositor reader. 


Let’s Adopt New Motto 

“I have always been impressed with the 
motto hanging on the wall of the office of a 
Chicago business man, which proclaims: 

If you only do what you set out to do, 
You didn’t set out to do enough! 

“We live in a day when people feel they 
are complete if they do just their duty. Doing 
just enough in life to get by is a stingy and 
miserable way of living. The happiest people 


_are the ones who give full measure and just 


a, bit more. Let us learn to give to the world 
a full measure of life. If my cup of life never 
overflows, what a miserable life I would lead. 
“If God had used the ‘just enough’ plan 
when he created the world, what a vastly dif- 
ferent place this would be. God scattered with 
a full hand when He made the universe. He 
gave us oceans of water, millions of flowers, 
enough rays of light to light up the universe 
and keep it lighted up. We must, in turn, 
give Him to overflowing measure. — Rev. 
Frederick L. Harburn, American Scandinavian 


Methodist Church, Buffalo. 


Public Address System and Record 
Player Combined, Designed to Meet 


systems, plays standard 78-r.p.m. recordings 
and 3314 r.p.m. transcriptions up to 1714 
inches in diameter; features an_ efficient 
scratch suppressor to control surface noise from 


worn records and has a G.E. variable 
reluctance, magnetic pickup. 
The newly developed wow-free motor 


provides two basic speeds and has a separate 
vernier control for speed variations needed 
for dance instruction and other special needs. 
A two-pound turntable acts as a fly wheel to 
maintain stability of speed. 


The input for microphone makes it an excellent 
public address system, with separate microphone 
and phonograph volume controls to permit mixing 
as desired. Individnal bass and treble controls have 
special circuit to prevent bass boost for phonograph 
from adding unwanted bass to mictophone voice. 
A 12” Alnico 5-PM dynamic speaker is mounted in 
removable lid with 25’ cable and protected by a 
kickproof metal grill; the operating panel has an 
extra speaker socket, radio jack, pilot light and A.C. 
power receptacle. Case is of 3” plywood, covered 
with washable fabricoid material and strengthened 
by attractive metal corners. 


Model TR-12M Newcomb 
Record Player and P.A. System 


Write for catalog of Newcomb portable 
sound equipment. : 


Denominational Club For Boys 


The Christian Reformed Church, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., announced on June 20, through 


its top governing body, the Synod, the adop-. 
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tion of an advisory resolution to “encourage 
boys to join the denominational club for boys’”. 
rather than outside organizations which “lack 
adequate religious basis.” The Synod is reported 
to have a membership of 155,000 in the U.S. 
and Canada. -. 


Needs of Educational Systems 
Newcomb Model TR-16M, a 10 - watt, 


2-speed transcription player and public address 
system, designed in cooperation with school 
authorities to meet needs of educational 
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Nation-wide Evangelistic Campaign 

Under the sponsorship of the National 
Council of Churches, the first nation-wide 
Evangelistic Campaign will get under way on 
World Communion Sunday, October 7. ‘The 
15-month program will reach its climax in 
Watch Night Services in the churches on New 
Year's Eve, December 31, 1952. The theme is 
announced as — 

“The Churches United in Christ 
to Evangelize America’ 


Do You Stop Short? 


The story is told of a Methodist layman 
who visited a great city church in Ohio during 
a business trip. After the service he congratu- 
lated the minister on his service and sermon. 
“But,” said the businessman, “if you were my 
salesman, I'd discharge you. You got my 
attention by your appearance, your voice, and 
your manner; your prayer, reading of Scrip- 
ture, your announcements, and your sermon all 
interested me; you warmed my heart with a 
desire for what you preached; and then... 
nothing happened. You stopped short of your 
goal! You stopped without asking me to accept 
Jesus Christ as my Saviour. 


In the world’s business the important thing 
is to get the prospect to “sign on the dotted 
line.” Isn’t the business of God’s world more 
important to you, me and every man alive than 
selling goods? If you believe all the things 
you read, prayed for, and preached about, why 
do you stop before you have offered every one 
of us an invitation to accept Jesus Christ ? 


The Four Freedoms 

In a 10-page booklet, titled, “The Four 
Pillars of Freedom,” issued especially for the 
workers within its own organization, ‘“The 


Texas and Pacific Railway Company,” with: 


headquarters at Dallas, Texas, the president, 
W. G. Vollmer, says: 


“We have at our command the tools to preserve 
freedom, and to aid in restoring peace to a tired 
and unhappy world. Let us use these tools,—work, 
save, vote and PRAY, patriotically and unselfishly. 

“Let’s work hard and earnestly at the task of 
strengthening ourselves spiritually, morally and 
economically. 

“Let’s save our free American way of life, no 
matter what the sacrifices may be. 

“Let’s vote at every election for people who place 
the welfare of their country above their personal 
political welfare. 

“Let’s PRAY for the wisdom and courage to. do 
‘our duty as good Americans, faithful to God and 
to our country. - : 

' “In discussing the four-point program to help 
make our country, strong, I have placed PRAYER 
fourth in an effort to give it additional emphasis. 
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Copies of the 10-page brochure may be had 
on request, by writing to — 
J. B. Shores, Director 
Employee and Public Relations 
The Texas and Pacific Railway Company 
Dallas 2, Texas 


Annual Report on the 
State of the Church 
Christian Herald announces its annual report 

on the State of the Church, available July 25, 
1951. If you do not receive the Christian 
Herald, or have access to it at your library, 
address your request for a copy (enclosing 
25c) to — 

Christian Herald 

Public Relations Dept. 


27 East 39th Street 
New York 16, New York 


Organ Dedication Service 

MINISTER: Enter into his gates with joy 
and thanksgiving and into his courts with 
praise; Give thanks unto Him and bless His 
Name. 

We raise our voices in special thanksgiving 
at this hour for the goodness and love of God 
in making possible this addition to our house 
of worship, through the labor and thought- 
fulness of (give names of those responsible, or 
donor) this gift for the purpose of directing 
the voice of song in the choir and in the 
congregation: 

PEOPLE: - We give thanks to Almighty God. 


MINISTER: For the training of voices to 


—sing the praises of Almighty God in. this 


sanctuary and house of hope: 

PEOPLE: We dedicate this gift of Thy love. 

MINISTER: For the better understanding 
and encouragement of worship through song, 
especially the great hymns in which all may 
join: 

PEOPLE: We pledge ourselves to this end, 
our Heavenly Father, in appreciation of this 
great gift. a 

MINISTER: 
of sacred music to Thy everlasting praise, our 
Heavenly Father, and for the rest, refreshment 
and joy of those who worship here: 


PEOPLE: We dedicate our talent and hope 
to this end. 
MINISTER: Dear God, help us to under- 


stand the privilege of adding wings of song 

to Thy message of Hope in the reading and — 
study of Thy words of Eternal Life, thus 
reaching the weary of heart, the wounded in 


spirit, the sorrowful and lonely: — 
PEopLE: Lay Thy hands upon our hearts 


in solemn dedication of our talents, training in 
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song, and desire to sing Thy praises in accomp- 
animent to this beautiful instrument. 

MINISTER: For the happy peal of the wed- 
ding march and such music as shall make 
joyous the hour of praise and festivity: 

PEOPLE: We dedicate this organ. 

MINISTER: For bringing near and making 
clear to mankind the broken bits of heaven's 
harmony through the inspired music of the 


ages: 
PEOPLE: We dedicate this organ. 
MINIstER: For our love of and as a fitting 


tribute to our dear departed who have joined us 
in praise, worship, and song to Thy everlasting 
honor and glory: 

PEOPLE: We dedicate this organ. 

MINISTER: To the praise and glory of God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit, we raise our voices: 

PEOPLE: In dedication and solemn resolve 
to sing Thy praises, now and for evermore. 
Amen. 

(Congregation sing, to accompaniment of 

organ, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy . ..”) 


Lyric Religion 
Keeping Your Church Informed | 

A subscriber - inquiry about volumes on 
“Hymns” and “Church Publicity’ may be of 
interest to many readers. 

“Lyric Religion,” by H. Augustine Smith, 
on The Romance of Immortal Hymns, Revell, 
was reprinted in 1946, $2.95, and should be 
available at your local library, or local book- 
store. 

“Keeping Your Church Informed,’ a volume 
on Church Publicity by W. Austin Brodie, 
Revell, printed in 1944, $1.50, will smooth the 
way for the minister not experienced in copy- 
writing for papers, bulletins, radio, or church 
letters. 

Printing costs like all other items we 
purchase have gone up in the last five years, 
and it may be that the price of these books has 


. increased. 


Sacred Music 


Ministers and Music Committees may find 
the answer to their needs through the service 
of Volkwein Bros., Inc., 632 Liberty Ave., 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., who solicit inquiries by 
mail, and offer “Quick Service” on inquiries 
and orders. 


Christmas Program Helps 


The Van Kampen Press, 222 E. Willow 
Street, Wheaton, Ill., offers Christmas Program 


helps for the entire Sunday School, from 
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beginner groups, on; a 20-minute program, 
“The Shepherds Live Again,” and gospel solos 
and duets entitled, “Tell the Story With a 
Song.” Inquiries welcomed. 


Scholarships for Exiles 

The State Board of Regents, Albany, N. Y., 
announced Sunday, July 22, 1951, that it had 
chartered a corporation to provide university 
scholarships for exiles and refugees from Iron 
Curtain countries — Albania, Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, Esthonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Hungary, Poland, Romania, and Yugoslavia — 
to men and women under 30 years of age. 
The corporation: the Free Europe University in 
Exile. ; 


Tithing by Chinese Christians 

“One of the strange things that I discovered 
as Communism started crowding the work of 
the Church in China, was that in the moment 
of crisis, when almost everything else was gone, 
the Chinese Christians took up the practice of 
tithing. —Missionary Erickson, at Alumni Ban- 
quet NW Synod, English Lutheran Church, 
Minneapolis. 


Life’s Most Important Question 

“Life’s most important question is not what 
many suppose. It is mot a matter of stopping 
Communism, preventing inflation, or learning 
how to be cheerful when atomic bombs are 
falling. It is the problem of how we shall 
Spend eternity. That, in turn, depends on our 
justification before God.”—Exchange. 


Pulpit Tones 

“Human nature being what it is, a warning 
note is well sounded now and then to prevent 
us from losing sight of the real purpose of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. Our Saviour ate many 
enjoyable meals with His disciples; He watched 
the children at play on the street and told a 
parable about it; His speech was spiced with 
humor here and there; He berated those who 
used a long face as a symbol of their religious 
zeal. But if it appears that He thus encouraged 
extra-curricular activities within His Church, — 
it was always as by-products, not as purposes, ~ 
that He did so. His zeal burned high, not in 
anticipation of the next get-together with Peter, — 
James, and John, but with the divine intensity _ 
of His purpose to save humanity from the 
awful consequences of its rebellion against 
God. Any activity which does not come as a 
direct by-product of redemption, or contribute 
directly to the announcement of salvation, is 


better not had at all.’—Wrigley, Gethsemane, 
Milwaukee. ; 
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Psalm 73:16-17—“When I thought to 
know this, it was too painful for me, until 
I went into the sanctuary of God, then 
understood I their end.” 


H: EASY it is to lose our perspective 


in life! Many of our problems and 

sources of worry stem from this fact. 
We measure and interpret life in the light 
of surface appearances, neglecting the deeper, 
over-all picture into which the details fit. 

The problem that was faced by the Psalmist 
is related to the problem of Job. It is still the 
problem for many today. This issue, which is 
dealt with in the seventy-third psalm, may be 
stated in the question, ‘“Why is it that good 
men suffer while unprincipled men prosper?” 
or, stating it more briefly, ‘Does it pay to be 
good?” 

The Psalmist states his conclusion at the 
beginning. “Truly, God is good to Israel, even 
to such as are of a clean heart.” It does pay 
to be good! 

_ However, like so many of us, the Psalmist 

arrived at this conclusion only after a long 
period of indecision, turmoil of soul and real 
danger of completely losing sight of the true 
significance of life. He says, “But as for me, 
my feet were almost gone; my steps had well 
nigh slipped.” 

The Psalm records for us some of the snap 
judgments we are still tempted to make when 
viewing only the surface facts in the lives 
of the wicked—How they prosper! Even in 
the face of death they have comforts. They 
are spared the pain and dread which seem 
often to be the lot of the righteous in the 
face of death. Their lives run a troubleless 
course! 

Pride and violence become them as their 
normal lot. They possess more than their 
"hearts can long for. And through it all, they 
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are wicked, oppressing others and mocking 
both man and God! 

The Psalmist points at the wicked, who in 
perpetual ease, amass wealth. No wonder 
they win converts! No wonder people doubt 
whether God cares or even knows! 

With self-pity, the Psalmist states his 
feelings of betrayal, “Verily, I have cleansed 
my heart in vain, and washed my hands in 
innocency. For all the day long have I been 
plagued, and chastened every morning.” His 
feelings are so deep that he cannot trust him- 
self to speak of them lest he betray fellow 
believers. 

This is the path travelled by many of us 
who measure life by outward appearance. 
How many have thrown away eternal blessings, 
meaningful living, because they failed to open 
their eyes and hearts to more than what 
appears at the surface of living. We cannot 
leave God out of the picture without distorting 
the perspective of life! 

Fortunately, the Psalmist shows us the way 
to find a clear, balanced view of life. He 
says, “When I thought to know this, it was 
too painful for me; Until I went into the 
sanctuary of God; then understood I their 
end.’’ Only as we bring God into the picture 
can we possibly see life in its fulness! 

The Psalmist did the right thing. ~ In the 
turmoil of his soul he sought help in the 
sanctuary of God. Like Isaiah and countless 
others, the rectifying influence of the sanctuary 
soon brought him light. He had found the 
only place where man can find lasting solu- 
tions to his problems—in the presence of God! 

After the Psalmist went into God’s house, 
into God’s presence, he could see the wicked 
and their way of life as it really was. He 
saw their uninspired and uninspiring lives in 
all their shallowness. 
little day, their little world and pitied them — 
for what they had lost of infinite worth. 
Their kind is pictured very pointedly in a 
poem by James Russell Lowell. 
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“They pass me by like shadows, crowds on crowds, 
Dim ghosts of men that hover to and fro, 
Hugging their bodies round them like their shrouds, 
Wherein their souls were buried long ago: 

They trampled on their youth, and faith and love, 
They cast their hope of human-kind away. 

With Heaven's clear messages they madly strove, 
And conquered—and their spirits turned to clay.” 

How differently the Psalmist speaks of the 
prosperous wicked after his eyes have been 
opened! “Surely thou didst set them 1n slippery 
places thou castest them down into destruction. 
How are they brought into desolation, as in 
a moment! They are utterly consumed with 
terrors.—For lo, they that are far from thee 
shall perish: thou hast destroyed all them 
that go a whoring from thee.” 

How the Psalmist had longed for a satis- 
fying, happy life! He had sought it by walking 
the straight and narrow way. But he failed 
to keep in view the eternal scene with the 
mercy of God. His eyes had centered more 
and more on the temporal scene with its 
apparent comforts and joys for the wicked until 
he began to covet their ways. Finally, his 
false perspective was brought back into focus 
when in desperation he took his problem before 
God. There, things became different! He left 
the sanctuary of God able to cry out in joy, 
“Tam continually with thee! thou hast 
holden me by my right hand. Thou shalt guide 
me with thy counsel and afterward receive me 
to glory. Whom have I in heaven but thee? 
And there is none upon earth that I desire 


beside thee. My flesh and my heart faileth: 
but God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion for ever — It is good for me to draw 
near to God: I have put my trust in the Lord 
God, that I may declare all thy works.” 

You and I often face real problems in life. 
Like the Psalmist, we must learn that a solution 
to these problems can be found only when we 
see the whole picture—in the presence of God! 
How fortunate we are that we can place those 
burdens before our Saviour Jesus Christ who 
has invited all, “Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of 
me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls.” How for- 
tunate we are to have the Comforter, the Holy 
Spirit, bear witness with our spirits that we 
are the children of God! What a comfort to 
know that in Christ we are more than con- 
querors, “that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord!” We have reason 
to cry out with the Psalmist, ‘“Truly, God 1s 
good, even to such as are of a clean heart! 
Whom have I in heaven but Thee? There is 
none upon earth that I desire beside Thee. 
Body and soul may fail, but God my strength 
is mine evermore. It is good for me to draw 
near to God!” 


Prayer That Makes 
A Difference 


S. EDWARD YOUNG 


Il Chronicles 7:1 (Moffat)—'When Solomon 
had finished his prayer, fire fell (and) The 
Splendour of the Eternal’s glory filled the 
temple.” 


Vee SOLOMON had finished his 
prayers, so Dr. Moffat translates the 
Chronicler, fire fell from heaven and 
the splendour of the Eternal’s glory filled the 
Temple. Yes, here was a prayer that had con- 
sequences. Solomon prayed and something 
happened. 

Indeed, that is the first test of true prayer, 
something happens as a consequence. If 
nothing happens then something is seriously 

wrong with the way we are praying. A piano 
should produce harmony. If it does not, then 


Troy, New York 


i: Page 268 


something is wrong either with our tuning of 
the piano or with our fingering upon it. 
Prayer is like that. 

Yet many people are praying without any- 
thing significant happening. No wonder they 
become casual if not skeptical about their 
prayer life. They rise from their knees about 
the same kind of people in the same kind of 
world as when they got down upon their 


knees. Prayer for them is something one just - 


does, a convention of the Christian life, or an 
act of conscience, or a concession to super- 


stition but it is not a spiritual experience of , 


the interior life freighted with profound con- - 


sequences. When they pray no fire falls. 


Two characteristics mark that kind of prayer. 
In the first place it often starts with our own 


desires, wants, welfare and tries to conscript 


God into supporting them. God bless me and 


my. home, prosper my business and continue 


my comfort. Of course prayer like that has 
no profound consequences. 


Or our prayers are directed to the end that 
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God should do something about which we 7 
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ourselves have no sense of responsibility. O, 
God, bring peace, establish justice, overcome 
Oppression, hear the cries of the suffering. So 
we pray and then go about our business as 
usual. 

To be sure, we deeply , desire peace and 
world justice. The cries of human suffering 
in this tragic hour do profoundly disturb our 
hearts. We are not talking now about insin- 
cerity. This kind of prayer is sincere enough. 
The trouble is it lacks a sense of personal 
responsibility, asking God to nurture here a 
garden and there a garden, where we ourselves 
have not put a spade. All great prayers that 
swing wide horizons must include a petition 
like this: ‘“O, God, enlist me. Teach me 
that what I pray for I must myself labor for.” 

Of course prayer that lacks a sense of 
personal responsibility has no consequences. 
When it is finished nothing happens, no fire 
falls. 

If now that is the negative aspect of prayer, 
let us think together about what prayer ought 
to accomplish in our lives in this dark hour of 
human history. 

It ought first of all to restore to us the 
true proportion of things. Here is a material 
world. We get up with it in the morning, we 
work in it all the day long and we go to bed 
with it at night. The more mechanized society 
becomes, the truer that is—the material side of 
life, factories and ledgers, pots and pans, 
washing machines and automobiles, loom large 
while the spiritual side of life recedes into 
obscure distances. 


Prayer restores our awareness of the spiritual 


world. If it does not do that, it is not the 
fault of prayer but our own fault. If after we 
have finished praying, God's world is not more 
intensely real than when we knelt in prayer 
then we ought to continue to pray. Pray until 
the fire of God’s presence falls upon our hearts 
and the Eternal’s glory fills our souls, aye, 
continue to pray until something happens. 

Again, prayer restores the true proportion 
of things by widening our horizons. Every 
man living in a valley needs to climb a moun- 
tain now and then just to realize that there are 
other valleys than his own, where people live, 
people struggle and people suffer. 

Private prayer is built upon four great 
foundations. The confession of our sins, the 


himself and his needs, but about the problems 
and sufferings of so many million on the face 
of the earth today, homes desolate, families 
broken, hunger, starvation, enslavement. 

One of the theological problems presented 
by the first appearance of modern astronomy 
was this. How can a man look at stellar 
spaces, tremendous suns sweeping through 
limitless heavens and still believe that the God 
of this imagination staggering cosmos even 
knows man exists or if He does know, cares 
one whit. Indeed, that is not so new a 
problem. Cries the Psalmist, “When I con- 
sider the heavens, the moon and the stars 
which thou hast ordained, what is man that 
thou are mindful of him?” 

Similarly when a man kneels in inter- 
cessary prayer in this hour of such tremendous 
world suffering, he too is faced with a theol- 
ogical spiritual moral problem. How can he 
clutter up the alter stairs of prayer with 
himself, his welfare, his trouble, how can he 
confront God with his own ego, in such a day? 

Even so, true prayer puts about one’s life 
great horizons that shrivel the spiritual 
importance of one’s own complaints, one’s petty 
aches and pains, that fussy thing called “I”. 

Writes George Jean Nathan ‘‘To me pleasure 

and my own personal happiness are all I deem 
worth a hoot. I have all that I can do to look 
out for my own happiness and welfare.’ Now 
what out of the spiritual experience of the 
race would you advise for a man like that but 
prayer. Prayer has a way of concluding with 
“not my will but Thine be done’. 
Prayer has a dangerous way of making a 
man scrap his own selfish ends. To go forth 
with a loyalty bigger than himself into the 
service of others. Prayer produces Amos’ 
Christs, Paton’s Judsons, E. Stanley Jones’. 
Writes Paul to the Corinthians, ‘I take pleasure 
in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in 
persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake. I 
am become a fool in the eyes of men in His 
service’. Well we just know that any man 
who has so got himself and his complaints out 
of the center of his universe as that, must be 
a man of prayer. 

If our prayer does not get us out of our- 
selves, set us on broader horizons, it is not the 
fault of prayer, but our fault. If, after we 
have finished praying, we have not taken down 


from the wall of our thinking the picture of 
ourselves and the map of our vicinity and put 
up the map of the world then we ought to_ 
continue to pray. We may kneel as individuals 
— we should rise as members_of humanity. 
We may kneel as Presbyterians—we should rise 
as members of the universal Church of Christ. 


rendering of thanks unto God, petitions con- 
cerning our own spiritual welfare, and inter- 
_cessary prayer. Prayer that takes us up and 
out of our petty horizons to plead for others 
before the throne of the Eternal. 

/ Who kneels in prayer today should tise 
from his knees no longer thinking solely about 
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We may kneel as Americans, but we should 
rise as citizens of the whole wide world. 

How much more promise there would be in 
this dark hour if a million Christians were 
praying not for themselves against others, not 
for their denomination over other denomin- 
ations, not for their nation against other 
peoples, but were praying with the burden of 
humanity upon their hearts. Out of Prayer 
like that something happens. The fire of far 
flung human suffering falls upon them and the 
glory of the Eternal’s love for all mankind 
fills their souls. 

Consider further, Prayer not only re-estab- 
lishes. the true proportion of things, but it 
should result in inner peace with one’s fellow- 
men. A man may take his prejudices, his b‘t- 
ternesses, his animosities, to the altar of prayer, 
but if he does not lose them there something is 
wrong with his praying. “Grieve not the Holy 
Spirit of God’, writes Paul to the Ephesians, 
‘Jet all bitterness and wrath and anger, and 
clamor and evil speaking be put away from 
you with all malice. And be ye kind one to 
another, tender-hearted forgiving one another 
even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you.” Aye, that’s the office of prayer, to accom- 
plish within us that inner peace with our fellow 
men. 

We are living in a day of freyed nerves and 


short tempers. I know whereof I speak. It is 
easy to store up bitterness in our hearts, to feel 


that we are being slighted. or persecuted, that 
others are not as kind to us as they should be. 


I think in my own prayers as much as for 
anything else I pray that all bitterness, all hasty 
judgment, and all anger may be taken from my 
heart. I do not see how any man can survive 
this hour without that kind of prayer unceas- 
ingly upon his lips. Such prayer has profound 
consequences. It works—fire falls. 

Finally, prayer should commit us unswerv- 
ingly to our ideals. The cynical cry of this 
hour is, does anybody believe anything today he 
won't take back tomorrow. When we meet 
each other after any considerable absence, the 
first question we ask each other these days is 
apt to be “Do you still hold the same views 
about this or that?” You see, we do not assume 
stability, we assume instability even in our 
friends. A man’s loyalties in our contemporary 
world are as uncertain as that. A man stands 


‘here today, stands there tomorrow and some- 


, : where else the day after. 
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How deep is the thirst in human hearts for 
a man whose principles do not change with 
every wind that blows. A man whom they 


know will be ‘steadfast and immoveable in 


his highest faiths and noblest principles. 
Prayer stabilizes one’s spiritual life. There 
ate faiths and loyalties, granted that one 
changes on the basis of new evidence. When 
new evidence comes in they ought to be 
changed. But far more often we change our 
loyalties, not on the basis of new evidence but 
because our faith, our spiritual life, our confi- 
dence in the resources of the spirit are tot- 
tering. Prayer restores these. We kneel so 
weak, we rise how full of power. Why, there- 
fore, should we do ourselves this wrong, that 


we should ever weak or heartless be—when ~ 


with us prayer, and joy and strength and 
courage are (O, God) with Thee. Aye, if 
after we have finished praying we are not 
recommitted to faith in God, in Divine justice 
and human brotherhood, then let us continue 
to pray until we are, until something happens. 


Said Coleridge, ‘“Believe me, to pray with 
all your heart and strength is the last, the 
greatest achievement of the Christian’s warfare 
on this earth.” 


Even so, can we say that of our prayer life? 
Then let us experiment with our prayer life 


until it does broaden our horizons, replace our 
bitternesses with peace, and re-commit us to 


the noblest vision within our hearts. 


should have consequences.. “When Solomon 


had finished his prayer, fire fell and the splen-— 


dour of the Eternal’s glory filled his soul’. 

Let us pray. 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, 
who has set thy glory above the heavens, 
praise waiteth for Thee. Receive the adoration 
of Thy people and let the words of our mouth 
and the meditation of our heart, be acceptable 
in Thy sight, O Lord our strength and our 
Redeemer. Amen. 


Life Gives What We Ask 


I bargained with Life for a penny, 
And Life would pay no more 

However, I begged at evening, 
When I counted my scanty store. 


For life is a just employer; 
He gives you what you ask— 

But once you have set the wages 
Why, you must bear the task. 


I worked for a menial’s hire— 
~ Only to learn, dismayed, 
That any wage I had asked of Life 
Life would have paid. | 


—Jesstz B, RITTENHOUSE. 
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(Labor Day Message } 
C5. FLEET, “D..De 

Text: 
land, thou shalt not wholly reap.the corner 
of thy field...” Lev. 19:9-10. 


r. E LAW OF ancient Israel forbade 
wholly reaping the corners of their fields, 
or to gather every grape in the vineyard, 
or every olive. The gleaning was left “for the 
poor and the stranger.’ On a journey into the 
land where Jesus was born and lived His 
simple life, we saw pictures of the traditional 
field of Boaz, near Bethlehem, taken at harvest 
time, and shows women gleaning after the 
reapers. 

In Palestine today it is the general custom 

to allow any chance passer-by through the vine- 
yards to gather as many grapes as he desires 
to satisfy his appetite then and there; he may 
not catty off any quantity of the fruit, but he 
may eat what he wishes while in the vineyard. 
Such customs were commended and even 
commanded in the Old Testament and they 
find counterparts in almost every part of the 
world. During the normal times the life of 
the German Empire, visitors and residents were 
invited to stop on the streets of the cities and 
eat of the fruit ripening on the trees along the 
way. 
Of course, such privileges are abused by 
some, who make an effort to carry away some 
of the food from the public or private stations, 
just as we have offenders in every walk of 
life. However, the will and the privilege to 
leave ‘“‘gleanings for those who pass by, or 
come seeking’’ is still a fact in many areas of 
life. There is a principle underlying the 
whole matter, one ak understanding that God 
gives the harvest, and that it behooves those 
so favored to share their gifts with the passerby 
and the needy, which the thinking citizen still 
holds dear. 

Let us see if we cannot find a needed lesson 
in this custom of long standing, and apply it 
to our own lives and times... 

1. We are admonished not to glean all the 
corners in our business for ourselves, but to 
leave some of the harvest for those who may be 
in need. ‘Live and let live” is the sum of this 
plan, and it is a good motto in any sphere 
Li life, whether we are actually harvesting in 
‘the vast out-of-doors with our high-geared 
‘modern machinery, or whether we are arriving 
‘at a reckoning of the year’s accomplishments in 
our business, or preparing to enter a con- 
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carry out the plans and 


thproBsattike in our fagtories and shops. Mean- 


ness never pays, in any undertaking; thought- 
fulness of others always brings its own rewards. 

s a nation of }food-growers and food- 
REO PSS Auipme t makers and users, with 
the ‘attendant probldms of transportation, stor- 
Be; tstetbution, we have too long focused 
our attention on the theme, ‘How much do I 
get out of it?” and thus even in this land of 
bounty and plenty we have divided the nation 
into camps, struggling against one another in 
the race for the biggest harvest. Enterprise 
in “cultivating the vineyard” is commendable,’ 
because man must eat, have shelter and be 
clothed, but the modern idea of “demanding 
and getting the last grape from every corner 
of the vineyard” is something foreign to the 
American point of view, because America was 
founded on Christian teachings, and its citizens 
have enjoyed prosperity and freedom because 
we have observed Christian commandments 
and these are fundamentally, Love Thy God! 
and Love Thy Neighbor! 

The businessman, teacher, lawyer, doctor, or 
workman in any one of the thousands of enter- 
prises. and professions, should develop an urge 
to help others to gain a proper start in any 
chosen field, even to smoothing the way 
through financial help if necessary, rather than 
blocking such effort. This land is great, pro- 
ductive, and there is room for everyone, 
whether it is a profession requiring long years 
of training, an enterprise requiring vast expend- 


_itures of money and skills in order to make it 


productive in a useful field, or whether it is a 
union where members have acquired skills to 
man the machines or assembly lines. Each one 
needs a constant flow of new blood, to be ready 
to assume a place of responsibility when the 
hour tea it. Every person in any of 
these fields, beyond the high school age, must 
realize that the actual years of productive effort 
for humans of either sex are limited, and that 
other administrators, other workers, or profes- 
sional men or women must step in to fill the 
gap. 

Cooperation and generousness always points 
the way to greater success and good will than 
obstructionism, brutal demands beyond the 


ability of humans, and niggardly gleaning of — . 


every corner for the extra dollar. No one 
group bears all the blame for the present- 
day attitude. There are right-thinking and 


generous citizens on each side and in every — 


profession; there are niggardly gleaners in 
each camp, and our problem today is to teach 


the oncoming generation that the nation is 


not divided into camps of unrelated interests. — 
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The man on the assembly line works, in that 
he carries out the assignment needed to carry 
through an undertaking, whether it is in a 
canning factory, an airplane factory, of med- 
ical instruments. He is entitled to his pay, if 
he discharges his assignment faithfully, SO 
that he and his family may live as Christian 
eople desire to live without danger to person 
and health. The man or woman who develops 
the plans, carries the responsibility for turning 
the plans into saleable products, is entitled to 
his or her reward on the same basis. There ts 
no argument on either side; both are as essen- 
tial to our way of living and working as our 
two hands are necessary to us. When either 
side fails in its functions, the other suffers part 
of the loss. 

2. There is a second point, equally impor- 
tant to every right-minded person, that 1s the 
social angle; do no push people down on silly 
pretexts of what they do to earn a living, or 
who their parents are, what their color is, how 
much money they have been able to extract 
from professions or enterprises; in other words, 
“gleaning too closely for social superiority’’ is 
as stupid and sinful as gleaning the extra dollar 
on every score. Try to develop a philosophy 
of helping every creature created by the same 
God who brought us all into being—for a 
purpose. The person who keeps the floors and 
desks clean, runs the elevators, or carries off 
the refuse, is just as necessary to our scheme of 
life, as the preacher in his study, the doctor in 
his office, the business executive at his desk, or 
the union man at his machine. If anyone of 
these functions fails, there is trouble ahead. 
All are necessary, and mature thought will 
convince anyone that the spelling of a name, 
the color of a skin, the functions a worker 
performs with hands or machine do not change 
such obvious facts. Man is created in the like- 
ness and spirit of God; it does not matter 
that some are more gifted in skills, personality, 
and other bountiful graces, than others; it does 
matter that we remember the basic fact that 
God recognizes each one as His child, and that 
Jesus Christ gave His life to-redeem any and 
every one of them. Those who have been 
especially favored with special graces, talents, 
and understanding are obligated to the same 
extent to use those gifts for the Glory of God, 
the welfare of those less gifted, and to share 
their “harvests with the rank and file” rather 
than push them down as socially inferior. Jesus 
did not concern himself about things which 
might have a bearing on His social standing, 
when he sought out the sinner, the lame, the 
blind. Jesus worked with His hands in His 
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father’s carpenter shop, although He might 
have claimed superior gifts by way of skill, 
judgment, and power over others. A right- 
minded Christian thinks nobly of all of God’s 
creatures, and if they lack ability, skill, person- 
ality, or moral judgment, the function of the 
real Christian is to “lend a hand” to make up 
for the deficiency by way of instruction, for- 
giveness, sympathy and understanding. 

There are too many people who accept their 
own talents as “‘their due’ and use them to the 
disadvantage of others, rather than accepting 
the responsibility of greater service in propor- 
tion to greater gifts. They glean the last grape 
from the vine, garner every kernel from every 
corner of the field, and hold onto it as their 
due. This is immoral, and sinful, and brings 
havoc in its wake, for all concerned. People 
who are hard, mean and selfish in business and 
money matters are troublesome, thoughtless sin- 
ners against their fellowmen and their Ged; 
however, they are less selfish, sinful and hard 
than the man or woman who attacks others on 
a social basis, because of work or family station, 
training, or ability. The latter is an affront 
to the inner-spirit of man, which is difficult to 
heal. Selfish people who set themselves up as 
being superior, personally, are not walking with 


God; they are walking in the opposite direc- _ 


tion, and it does not make any difference 


whether this trait is exhibited in business, pro-— 


fessional, or neighborhood groups. ‘The evil 
and unworthy attitude works the same harm. 


Human brotherhood is as much a fact as Divine ~ 


fatherhood, and sane, mature Christian people 


need no proof of this, beyond the Word of — 
God, and they teach this truth to those placed ~ 


in their care, in family circles, schools, 
churches, or business enterprises of any sort. 

3. A third corner where there is thoughtless 
and harmful gleaning is where judgment is 
passed on the character of those about us. We 
need to learn the simple fact that those about 
us react to circumstances, and we may not 
know what these circumstances are. God does, 
and regardless of the lack of justification, God 
forgives a sinner who repents. 


Judgment is — 
God's function, not ours; if we believe fully — 
that another is missing the way in attaining the- 


Good Life, lend a hand to help in regaining a 


firm hold on the right path, and offer friend-_ 


ship and understanding to assure clinging to _ 
the regained hope and courage. We are all 


sinners, just as we have our good moments. 
We all share the need for forgiveness and 
understanding, courage and renewed hope. — It 


» 


requires no superior understanding to know — 


that we must forgive, if we expect to be 
forgiven. 


The Expositor 


eGo ye into all the world and preach 


the Govpel to every creature” 


Practical Techniques for More 
Effective Personal Mission Work 


Dr. O. H. Schmidt, author of “St. Paul 
Shows Us How”, has based his work on 
Colossians, translating it into simple English 
and commenting on it as it applies to 
present day mission work at home and 
abroad. This is truly a fine book for the 
living room table as well as for the dis- 
cussion group or Bible class. 

Here is real encouragement as well as sound 
information to help carry out Christ’s chal- 
lenging mission directive, “Go ye into all 
the world and preach the Gospel to every 
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creature”. 
119 pages. Cloth bound. $1.50 net 


At your Religious Book Store, or order direct 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 


AVE., 


Soi. LOUIS 18, MO. 


4. A corner frequently overlooked is the 
bleaning of time and energies, leaving none 
of either for the stranger, the helpless, the 
onely, the overburdened. Devotion to business, 
ind devotion to family and friends, our 
ithosen circles, etc., is well enough, but there 
must be some corner left to extend a helping 
nand and a word of cheer and good will to 
those who have suffered loss through death or 
reverses, who have been removed from their 
nome circles, who have been left helpless, 
“riendless, and need “a light’ for the road 
ihead. 

We are not expected to neglect our own 
uties, or desire for recreation, and the good 
chings of life, but you and I know that sharing 
ur achievements, our family life, our recre- 
tion with those who are less fortunate is only 
Pee’ stewardship, as taught by Jesus to His 
Followers. We merit no special credit for 

xtending a fringe of our good life to those in 
“eed about us; in doing this unselfishly and 
aprightly, knowing it is God’s Will, we are 
merely extending our own security. Life in a 
Sommunity where people have consideration for 
one another is more secure than where there 
is misunderstanding, hate, and desire to “get 
even” on some score. Pushing down the 
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unfortunate helps no one, it merely drags the 
offender down to a lesser level. 

We need not neglect our own duties, nor 
fail to cultivate our fields and vineyards, but 
let us learn to leave a margin for others. Thus 
we, through imitation of Jesus’ way of life, 
will help to bring in the time when “His will 
shall be done on earth, as it is in Heaven’, 

ve) 
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Safe Flying 

Two airplanes roared by overhead, went 
through some complicated maneuvers, disap- 
peared into the far distance and returned 
shortly only to circle around the field several 
times and finally drop down, level off and come 
in to a smooth landing, the larger one some 
distance behind the smaller one. 

Very few people at the airport gave the two 
ships any special attention, for ships circling 
around overhead at a busy airport are common 
sights. 

Only this time it was different, for there 
were three men in the larger machine which 
flew well above the smaller one and not a 
living person in the smaller one. 
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Strength for Service 


TO GOD AND COUNTRY 


Edited by Norman E. Nygaard 
Revised by Arthur Sterling Ward 
A year’s daily devotions — prepared by 
370 leading clergymen — to strengthen 
and sustain your men and women in the 
armed forces today. 

“It is good to see this grand little book 
available again. . . . This edition is even 
better than the former splendid one.’’— 
Christian Observer. 90 cents per copy 


Military Blouse Pocket Size—400 Pages 
At Y our Bookstore 
_ABINGDON-COKESBURY 


Instead of a flier at the controls of the small 
ship, the cabin held some intricate electrical 
equipment, somewhat on the order of an elab- 
orate radio set. It received the broadcast mes- 
sages sent out by the other plane only those 
broadcasts were not music or news casts or 
anything of that kind. They were simply elec- 
trical impulses of different kinds, which were 
picked up by the aerial on the small ship and 
transformed in the cabin of that ship into 
mechanical movements which operated the 
speed, and the direction of the flight of the 
plane without a pilot. Every move made by 
the little plane, right or left, up or down, fast 
or slow, was the result of the work of the 
men in the “mother” ship overhead who in 
truth were flying not only their own ship but 
the one below it too, and doing it by radio 
control. 


Had the control equipment in the u per 
plane failed so that it could not broadcast 
directions, or had the receiving set in the small 


Page 274 


plane failed, the small plane would have 
crashed to the ground. 

It is just so in all our lives, for like the 
small plane, we too, receive our power and 
guidance from above. God has promised us 
His power and His guidance from on high and 
all we have to do, to travel securely, ts to 
accept it and obey it. —( Adapted) 


Three Lessons a Candle Teaches 
(A half-burned candle in a holder is 
familiar to many after seasonal storms 
have put the local lighting system out of 
commission. It was used to demonstrate 

the following lesson by Rev. Henry F. 

Burdon.) 

I was passing through an upstairs room in 
the parsonage the other day when my eyes 
caught this candle, and it seemed to say to me, 
“Preach about ME!” 

Now this candle is not a very attractive 
object, is he? A brand new, tall candle would 
look much better, wouldn’t it? But I admire 
this old fellow, I admire him very, very much, 
and I want to tell you why. 

Do you recall what happened the other 
day (mention date of storm if possible) when 
we had a bad storm, and the lights went out? 
Why? That's right, the storm broke the 
wires and blew down the poles and left us 
without electricity, so we had no lights. I 
expect you did the same at your house as we 
did at ours. You got out all the lamps and 
candles and lighted them. 

This little fellow was one of them. He had 
been laid away in an obscure corner somewhere 
and forgotten. No one knew where he was, 
nor cared much—until he was needed. We 
had no lights, so the little fellow was needed, 
and he was brought out from his hiding place 
and given a chance to help us out. 

I said I would tell you why I admire 
hs ane : 

1. Because he did not sulk when he was 
taken out of the corner of the drawer and say, 
“Well, you didn’t have any use for me when 
you had lights and I just won't help you now.” 
Haven't we all seen folks who act like that? 
If they can’t be first all the time, or hold the 
center of the play, they won't help at all. They 
just sulk. They don’t want to be’ called 
“second fiddle’, so they won’t help out when 
there is a chance. | 

The New Testament tells of a man named 
Diotrephes who “loved to have the first place 
in every instance” and we know that is not 
good way to be helpful. Jesus said, “If an 
would be great among you, let him be vail 
servant.” , . 


‘Then 
cause... 
62. It did not try to be an electric light, or 
the work of electricity but was content to 
a candle and do the work of a candle. 
eectric lights give 10, 15, 45, 75, or even-a 
(00 times as much light as a candle. Elec- 
(city turns the washing machines, starts the 
rnace, runs the cleaners, the refrigerator, 
aats flat irons, oh, all’sorts of things. . 
-All this little fellow could do was to give 
ht—just one small candlepower of light, but 
did it cheerfully, and that little light in the 
idst of darkness was something to be happy 
cout! Yes, he even made the shadows dance 
ith glee, and he knew he could not do more, 
ed he did not try. Right here is a lesson for 
rme of us to learn. We can all do something, 
itt only some of us can do great or unusual 
iings. We must learn to do well and cheer- 
Illy the things that we can do. If we have 
we candlepower ability and talents, let us 
ee them; if we have a hundred, or a thousand, 
> us use them—cheerfully—and remember 
cat God gave us each our abilities, just as 
iis little candle has his. 
Have you heard the story about the king, 
o built a great house of worship but had 
ss own name inscribed in a prominent place. 
t a dream, he saw his own name removed, 
id another name put in the place where his 
id been, and he dreamed he heard God say 
eat the other was more deserving. The king 
S$ very angry, and he sent out men to find the 
ner of the other name. They found her — 
1 aged widow — who did not have much 
ength, and not much money, or food, but 
very day she would give water to the weary 
id tired horses that were used to haul up the 
reat stones for the temple. She had but one 
undlepower, but she used it, and God honored 
r for it. 
Then 
ocause . . 
3. It was so willing, it grabbed the light 
rom the taper at once, and twinkled at once 
» delight our hearts. And, do you know, 
Il the while the little candle was giving light, 
was using itself up. With each minute it 
ave light, it grew shorter and shorter. Every 
ay of light it gave to us, meant that it was 
sowing less and less. That is what we do 
then we honor God by helping others. 
Lowell said: 
_ “Who giveth himself with his gift 
feeds three, 
| Himself, his hungering neighbor, 


I admire this little candle 


I admire this little candle 


: and me.” ' 
.. and the third one is always Jesus Christ. 
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Let us remember this lesson, when we find a 
chance to do something for others. Let us do 
it cheerfully, just as this little fellow does it. 


Lyf 
Life is too brief 


Between the budding and the falling leaf. 
Between the seed time and the golden sheaf, 
For heat and spite. 


We have not time for malice and for greed; 
Therefore, with love make beautiful the deed; 
Fast speeds the night. 


Life is too swift 
Between the blossom and the white snow’s 
drift, 
Between the silence and the lark’s uplift, 
For bitter words. 


In kindness and in gentleness our speech 
Must carry messages of hope, and reach 
The sweetest chords. 


Life is too great 

Between the infant's and the man’s estate, 

Between the clashing of earth’s strife and fate, 
For petty things. 
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Lo! we shall yet who creep with cumbered feet 
Walk wondrous over heaven's glorious street, 
Or soar on wings! 


—W. M. VORIES 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


The Fellowship of Suffering 
Text: Phil. 3:10—‘That I may know Him 
.. and the fellowship of his sufferings ..” 


To find God in spite of suffering and tribu- 
lation is the test of a truly great soul. George 
Matheson, who wrote the hymn, ‘“O Love that 
wilt not let me go,” was such a man. Blinded 
totally at the age of twenty, he was determined 
to prepare himself for the Christian ministry, 
and in spite of his blindness he earned three 
degrees at Glasgow in the university there. 

George Matheson found strength in God in 
his hours of need. Here is what this great 
Scottish theologian and preacher has to say 
about sorrow: ‘My soul, if thou wouldst be 
enlarged into human sympathy, thou must be 
narrowed into the limits of human suffering: 
Joseph’s dungeon is the road to Joseph’s 
throne . . . The door of thy prison-house 
is a door into the heart of the universe. God 
has enlarged thee by the binding of sorrow’s 
chains.” 

In one of his great moments of surrender 
to God's will, George Matheson penned these 
words of a well-known poem which show the 
secret of his spiritual power. 

“Make me a captive Lord, 

And then I shall be free; 

Force me to render up my sword, 
And I shall conqueror be. 

I sink in life's alarms 

When by myself I stand; 


Imprison me within Thine arms, 
And strong shall be my hand. 

“My will is not my own 

Till Thou hast made it-Thine; 

If it would reach a monarch’s throne 
It must its crown resign; 

It only stands unbent 

Amid the clashing strife; 

When on Thy bosom it has leant 
And found in Thee its life.” 


Hoist the Sail! 


Text: John 3:10—Jesus answered and said 

_ unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” 


First Moravian Church 
New Philadelphia, Ohio 
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Dr. John Henry Jowett has told of the 
day at Newcastle when he was struggling with 
the text: ‘The wind bloweth where it will, and 
thou hearest the voice thereof, but knowest not 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is 
everyone that is born of the spirit.” He could 
make nothing out of the text for next Sunday's 
sermon; the verse simply would not yield its 
message. At last he closed his books and took 
a walk down by the sea. And along the 
shore he came to an old weather-beaten fisher- 
man. Here was a man who could tell him 
about the wind. Dr. Jowett asked the old 
sailor, ‘‘Sir, tell me what you know about 
the wind.” The reply of the man of the sea 
was: .“I don’t know anything, sir, about the 
wind, but I can hoist a sail when she blows.” 


There you have it—when the wind blows, 
hoist the sail! You may not understand the 
new birth. Conversion may seem a very mys- 
terious process. You have never been able 
to analyze it or to chart it. But the one thing 
that matters is, when the Spirit of God comes 
upon your life, that you hoist the sail—that you 
let God through His spirit work the wonders 
of His grace in you. 


God Is Present 
Text: Psalm 


2 


139:5—"Thou hast beset me 


behind and before, and laid thine hand upon 


me.” 


In one of Dean Stanley's sermons to chil- 
dren, preached at Westminster Abbey, there is 
the following story. There was a little girl 
living with her grandfather. 
child, but he was not a very good man; and 
one day, when the little child came back from 
school, he had put in writing over her bed, 
“God is nowhere,” for he did not believe in 
the good God, and he tried to make the little 
child believe the same. 

What did the little girl do? She had no 
eyes to see, no ears to hear what her grand- 
father tried to teach her. Because she was very 
small, she could only read words of one syllable 
at a time. She rose above the bad meaning 
which he had tried to put into her mind; she 
rose, as we all ought to rise, above the tempta- 
tion of our time; she rose into a higher and 
better world; she rose because her little mind 


could not do otherwise, and she read the 


words, not “God is nowhere,” but ‘“God is now 
here.” 

That is what we all should strive to do: 
Out of the words which have no sense or 
which have bad sense, our eyes, our minds, 
ought to be able to read a better sense. 


‘he Expositor 
ee. c itgerss 


She was a good. 


INot Hearers Only, But Doers 
‘Text: James 1:22—Be ye doers of the word, 
and not hearers only.’ 

Professor Thomas S. Kepler, of the Oberlin 
‘Graduate School of Theology tells the fol- 
llowing story about Toyohiko Kagawa, who 
recently visited the United States on a 
[preaching mission. Kagawa was speaking at 
Princeton University some years ago, and after 
ithe address a student was walking from the 
chapel with a friend, when he suddenly said, 

“I had heard so much about Kagawa. After 
hearing him today, I am a bit disappointed. 

He didn’t seem to say much.” A moment 

later the same young man said, “I noticed as he 

read the New Testament that he held the 

pages close to his eyes.” 
| The older friend then asked: “Do you 
know why he held the pages close to his 
eyes? Some years ago, when Kagawa was 
living in the slums of Kobe, a beggar from 
the street asked Kagawa to give him shelter 
for the night. Kagawa let him stay that night 
in his shack, and caught a disease of the eyes, 
trachoma, from the vagrant; the disease almost 
blinded him. That is why he holds the printed 
word so close to his eyes.’ 

After a few quiet moments the student 
replied: ““Well, I guess a man doesn’t need 
to say a great deal when he’s hanging on a 
cross.’ Truly Kagawa is a symbol of what 
Christians ought to be if the Kingdom of God 
is to come into the world. 


It Came To Pass 
Text: II Cor. 4:17—For our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us 

a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 

glory.” 

Dr. H. A. Ironside used to tell the story 
of an old Negro of the deep South who loved 
the Lord and God’s Word very much. He had 
not had much education and consequently 
could not read very well. Sometimes he was 
not able to grasp the real meaning of certain 

ortions or clauses of the Scriptures, but he 
read the Bible faithfully none the less. One 
night in the church which this man attended, 
members of the congregation were asked to 
give, in turn, something from the Word which 
had been of special blessing to them. When 
the old colored man got to his feet, he said: 
“The words in the Bible that mean the most 
to me are these, ‘And it came to pass’.”” The 
minister asked him to explain. “Well,” said 
the old saint, “When trouble comes and I 
don’t know whether to turn this way or that 
“way, when I just don’t know what to do, 
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I remember these words, ‘And it came to pass’; 
and I know that that day isn’t here to stay.” 
Great faith that, even if the exegesis is not 
all that it might be! And how true! Whatever 
our affliction may be, it is light in comparison 
to what our Lord suffered, and is but for a 
moment—'‘It came to pass’ —and “worketh for 
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 


glory.” 


When Trouble Comes 

Text: Rom. 5:3—“We glory in tribulations 
also: knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience.” 

Dr. James S. Stewart tells the familiar legend 
of the German baron who built his castle by 
the Rhine. From crag to crag and from turret 
to turret he hung wires, hoping that the winds, 
as they blew upon this great Aeolian harp, 
might make sweet music. Long and patiently 
he waited, and round his castle winds from the 
four corners of heaven blew: and still no music 
came. But one night there arose a hurricane, 
tossing the Rhine to fury; the black sky was 
stabbed with lightning and the thunder rolled, 
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the earth trembled, and the winds were mad 
and shrieking. The baron went to his great 
castle door to view the terrifying scene, when 
hark! the sound of music, like angels singing 
through the storm. And suddenly he realized 
what had happened. His harp, strung from 
crag to crag, had come to life at last. “The 
tempest had given it a soul. 

This tale touches the very center of life's 
greatest mystery. How often it is when 
trouble comes that a man’s true quality stands 
revealed ! 


King of Kings 
Text: Phil. 2:9>—Wherefore God also hath 

exalted him, and given him a name which 

is above every name.” 

An American missionary tells the story of 
visiting a Mohammedan mosque somewhere 
in the Near East. With him was his little 
son. The guide showed them the wonders of 
the temple. Finally they stood in the center 
of the building, looking up at the great dome 
above them. It came the hour of prayer for 
the Mohammedans, and far above them they 
heard the priest or prayer caller cry out his 
call to prayer across the city: “There is one 
God, and he is Allah, and Mohammed is his 
rophet.”” 

Suddenly, the missionary cupped his hands 
around his lips, and there in the temple he 


shouted: ‘““‘There is one God, and he is God! - 


And Jesus Christ is his Son, King of kings, 
and Lord of lords.” The words sounded and 
resounded against the temple walls. They 
echoed back and forth down the long corridors 
and out into the streets, repeating themselves 
a hundredfold: ‘King of kings! Lord of lords! 
King of kings! Lord of lords!’ The little 
boy standing beside his father, pulled at his 


trouser legs, and when the father turned, the » 


boy said: “Daddy, they just can’t stop it, 
can they? They just can’t stop it.” 

No, they'll never stop it. For the word of 
His truth will go out; on and on till that day 
when every knee shall bow, and every tongue 


confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the Glory — 


of God the Father. 


Forgiveness and Power 

Text: John 1:9—"If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
The story is told of an impoverished old 

man.who called on Rossetti to ask his opinion 


of a sketch he had recently made. The painter, _ 
| after examining it carefully, was forced to tell 
his visitor that it had not much merit. As the 
‘old man turned sadly to leave, he suddenly — 


- we 


Sn 


»ulled forth from the pocket of his shabby 
oat another sketch, on paper yellow with 
uuge. On seeing it, the great Rossetti became 


power and great possibilities. 
yroung man who did that?” 
yrisitor departed, saying, 

+ ¢ [= 
man. 


Who is the 
With a sigh his 
“I was that young 


hipplies to many a life. Hood expresses a 
similar thought in the familiar lines: 
“I remember, I remember 
The fir trees tall and high; 
I used to think their slender tops 
Were close against the sky. 
It was a childish ignorance, 
But now 'tis little joy 
To know I'm further off from heaven 
Than when I was a boy.” 
Yes, the power of sin is ever with us and 
we need deliverance; and this is what God 
romises to do for the soul. 
ness and healing for past sins, but power over 
resent and future temptations is His promise; 
ot only pardon at death, but grace and power 
co live victoriously. 


ternal Truth 
Text: John 8:31b and 32—If ye continue in 
my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 

shall make you free.” 

Some years ago, when a new highway was 
made in London, a number of old buildings 
were Cleared away, leaving the ground beneath 
exposed for months to the sun and air. Pres- 
ently a remarkable sight drew men of science 
o the scene. Some portions of that soil had 
ot felt the breath of spring since that far-off 
day when the banks of the Thames echoed the 
read of the Roman legions. But now all sorts 
of strange flowers sprang up. Many of these 
ere unknown in England. They were evi- 
ently plants which those first conquerors from 
he mainland had brought over with them 
before the Christian era began. Buried under 
e mass of brick and stone, lying as if in the 
leep of death during all these centuries, those 
eeds needed only the light and warmth of a 
ummer’s sun to make them disclose their 
‘latent life and beauty. 


“Truth crushed to earth shall rise again— 
The eternal years of God are hers.” 


The Living Word 

Text: Luke 4:21—"“And He began to say 
unto them, This day is this scripture ful- 
_ filled in your ears.” 

| A Scotch lad came home with his mother 
from one of Major Whittle’s revival meetings 
adiantly happy because they had been saved. 
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According to his custom, the Major had given 
them a verse written on a card: “He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on Him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life.” In the morning, however, 
it was apparent the devil had been putting 
in some of his work. The mother’s face was 
worn and her joy had vanished. She sat down 
to breakfast deeply disappointed 
despairing. 3 ee 

“Mother, Mother, what is the matter?” 
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exclaimed the boy. “Ah, it’s all gone!” replied 
the mother. ‘What is all gone, Mother?” 
“My salvation,” she replied. “Your salvation 
gone, Mother?”” The boy ran quickly to find 
the card; and as he read it, he cried, “Mother, 
it hasn’t changed. It says, ‘He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on Him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into con- 
demnation; but is passed from death unto 
life’: 

She was born of the Word of God, and her 
joy came back, and it kept coming back because 
it sprang from the sources of truth; it was 
the living Word of God. 


Nuggets ~ 
God, plus one dedicated believer, constitutes 
an army. 
Jesus claimed no copyright on virtue, temp- 
erance, love, forbearance. 
Jesus Christ demands action . . . 
Come, Pray, Hear; 
Go, Tell, Do! 
Parenthood is a partnership with God. 
Some work with hands; some, with brains. 
All are laborers. 
_ A good example is the best teacher. 
Some grow rich by seeming poor; some grow 
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poor by seeming rich. 

Watch and Wait! For What? 
work and pray? It gets you there! 

Of course we can worship outside the 
church; but . . . we don’t. 

Friction destroys machinery, not it’s 
operation. 

Hate begets hate; love destroys hate! 

The City of God awaits building, while 
Christians learn the meaning of stewardship. 

Put your best foot forward, but only to 
advance worthily. 

Let others have their way, so long as that 
WAY leads to God. 

Disappointment should be converted into 
greater effort; that is the road to achievement. 

Race horses run races; work horses work at 
pulling loads. Daily living needs both, in 
their own sphere. 

Lack of money is no handicap to those who 
have brains and muscles to achieve goals toward 
human progress. 

Wages are the result of acceptable effort 
translated into achievement. 

Group action is not always wise; 
depends upon the leadership. 

Mobs are made up of individuals who forget 
they have brains. 


Why not 


that 


Boys are men in the process of growing — 


up; some men are boys in delayed process. 


The Preacher 


He held the lamp each Sabbath day, 
So low that none could miss the way, 
And yet so high to bring in sight 
That picture fair of Christ the Light, 
That, gazing up, the lamp between, 
The hand that held it was not seen. 


He held the pitcher, stooping low, 

To lips of little ones belows 

Then raised it to the weary saint, 

~And bade him drink when sick and faint, 
They drank; the pitcher them between, 
The hand that held it was not seen. 


He blew the trumpet, soft and clear, 
That trembling sinners need not fear, 
And then with louder note and bold, 
To storm the walls of Satan's hold; 
The trumpet coming thus between, 
The hand that held it was not seen. 


And when our Captain says, “Well done! 
Thou good and faithful servant, come! 
Lay down the pitcher and the lamp; 

Lay down the trumpet, leave the camp,” 
Thy weary hands will then be seen 
Clasped warmly, firmly, naught between. 


—EXCHANGE. 
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over half a century by all three. 


QP OID OSO 


j 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
) 
) 
) 
f 
) 
j 


HE STRUGGLE OF THE SOUL, by Lewis Joseph | 
nerrill, Macmillan. 155-pp. $2.50. 
This book is not only valuable to a minister or a 


erson in public life, but also to parents, because it 
ives a deep insight into the problems and choices 
[ life. Dr. Sherrill has put into this volume the con- | 
usions of a life study. He traces the individual from 
ifanthood to age, notating the various choices that 
lust be made at each stage of life. He clearly shows 
ow the choices made mold character. A philosophy 
f life is no accident. The author reveals the struggle 
2tween a spontaneous and acquired philosophy of life, 
10wing that integrity is the result of harmonizing the 
wo in accordance with the facts of life. 

Dr. Sherrill begins the book with a masterful chapter 
epicting the struggle of the soul. The titles of other 
qaapters are “A Child Is Born,” presenting the choices 
f childhood; and “My Father’s Business,’ in which 
outh is depicted. Later maturity and age are 
ffectively analyzed. 

A study of “The Struggle of the Soul’ enriches the 
nderstanding of life——A. Wallace Copper. 


‘HE WAY INTO THE HOLIEST, by F. B. Meyer. 
faker. 277-pp. $2.50. 

This book of expositions of the Epistle to the 
[lebrews is the second in the series of the books 
f F. B. Meyer to be made available in reprint form by 
te Baker Book House of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
‘he Fleming H. Revell Company of New York City 
as recently reissued his ‘“‘Abraham’’ and ‘‘Moses”’ 
olumes. ~ 

F. B. Meyer was one of the great pulpit masters of 
is day or any day and the sermons in this volume 
re outstanding examples of expository preaching at its 
ery best. Generation after generation of readers have 


ound inspiration in F. B. Meyer’s writings, and this 
ook of Hebrews, with its clear and faithful explanation 
f the biblical text, will be welcomed by all sincere 
tudents of the Bible—John H. Johansen. 


‘TORIES FROM HOLY WRIT, by Helen Waddell. 
facmillan. 244-pp. $2.75. 

Here are fifteen beloved stories from the Scriptures 
e-told in winsome manner for the enlightenment and 
lessing of children. These stories will appeal most 
9 Primary and Junior boys and girls.—John W. 
{cK elvey. 


‘HE BEST OF DICK SHEPPARD. Edited by Halford 
1. Luccock. Harper. 162-pp. $2.50. 

If you want “something strong and manifestly 
incere; in form, dignified; in content, charitable,’ on 
he subject of Christianity, this is it. “Christianity Is 
. Terrific Explosion” and “What Would London Do to 
‘hrist ?” to name two of the 89 chapter titles, suggest 
yhat is in store. The selections from the writings of 
his impatient parson are timeless, important.—Paul 
2. Kirts, : 
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COWARDS OR CONQUERORS, by Herschel H. Hobbs. 
Judson. 240-pp. $2.00. 

A volume of sermons written by the pastor of a 
church of 7,200 members demands attention. These 
eight sermons are scholarly, Biblical, practical and 
evangelistic. This is southern preaching at its best. 
—C. Ff. Banning. 


FIFTY YEARS OF PROTESTANT THEOLOGY, by 
Carl F. H. Henry. Wilde. 113-pp. $1.50. 

This is one of the best books produced by modern 
fundamentalism, although it is written with the definite 
biased viewpoint of” this group of theologians. Dr. 
Henry, in three chapters, dealing with Protestant 
theology at the dawn of the twentieth century, during 
the past fifty years, and at the mid-twentieth century 
divide, traces the rise and decline of liberalism, the rise 
and significance of the movement known as _ neo- 
orthodoxy, and the fortunes of what he calls 
“evangelicalism,” or fundamentalism. Dr. Henry shows 
a wide acquaintance with the leaders and literature of 
each of these movements, and although one may not 
agree with his viewpoint, it is impossible not to 
acknowledge his thoroughness and_ scholarship.—John 
H. Johansen. 


TRIED BY FIRE, by F. B. Meyer. Baker. 218-pp. 


$2.50. 

Perhaps the best commentary on this volume is simply 
to state the name of the author, for there is scarcely a 
man more highly honored throughout the Church than 
F. B. Meyer. These Spirit-filled expositions of I Peter 
will stir the heart. They show a keen insight, shedding 
light on many difficult passages. Above all, they are 
true to the Word. They represent expository preaching 
at its finest. 

The volume is one of the Meyer Reprint Series. It is 
unfortunate that the books of this series are not 
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ep LETTERS 


uniformly bound to make a set. While the general 
makeup of this volume, and the one on Hebrews in the 
same series, are the same, there is yet enough difference 
in paper and binding to make them appear to be odd 
volumes.—W. Goddard Sherman. 


GAMBLING—SHOULD IT BE LEGALIZED?, by Virgil 
W. Peterson. Charles C. Thomas, Publisher. 158-pp. 
$2.75. 

This is one of the most informative books concerning 
legalized gambling any citizen could possibly read. It 
is the result of research and was written by one who 
for years has been the operating director of the Chicago 
Crime Commission. Mr. Peterson is a lawyer and has 
written the book purely from a legal point of view. 
Every person desiring to be a good citizen should 
acquaint himself with the information contained in this 
volume, 

The author deals with the background of the gambling 
business in the United States and gives the highlights 
of Chicago’s gambling history. Then he deals exténs- 
ively with the history of legalized gambling in this 
country, showing by definite historical facts that it has 
accentuated the problem rather than solved it. In 
virtually every instance wherever gambling has been 
legalized it has been repealed. 


Mr. Peterson finally examines the arguments that are 
given by many to legalize and license gambling estab- 
lishments. On the basis of factual evidence he proves 
that the only solution is strict law enforcement. 
—A. Wallace Copper. 


THE SEARCH FOR A WAY OF LIFE, by E. E. 
Kresge. Exposition Press. 434-pp. $4.00. 

This is a comprehensive and well written review of 
the major classical and contemporary ethical systems 
of the Western World. In the first chapter the author 
deals with the Intuitionist-Idealist type of ethics and~ 
its characteristics and declares that moral law is rooted 
in the ‘‘Super-Sensible’’, that virtue is its own reward, 
and that motive is of prime importance. From that 
point he proceeds to the Socratic-Platonic version of 
the Intuitionist-Idealist ethics and the Neo-Platonic way 
of life in which he declares that the reaction to 
materialism results in modified Platonism. In_ his’ 
second part he discusses Greek hedonism as thorough- 
going egoism in the approach to happiness, and the 
trransition from Greek to Modern hedonism displacing 
ascetism. In his third part, he makes a study of 
humanism as a way of life, including Aristotle’s way 
of life, the humanism of naturalistic science and 
philosophy, and theistic humanism. In part four, he 
develops a thorough-going treatment of the way of the 
social will, law as a criterion of right and wrong, the 
state and the individual, democracy and totalitarianism, 
capitalism and communism. He discusses the social 
will as the final court of appeal and affirms that 
democracy is a form of government and a way of 
life. He makes an enlightening study of present day 
democracy. A yolume well worth possessing —Wayne 
C. Clark. ; 


START WHERE YOU ARE, by Arnold H. Lowe. 
Harper. $2.00. | 


A book of great messages on live themes by A Master 
in the Art of Homiletics. The author specializes in- 
practical religion, the only kind of religion that counts — 
with God and with thinking people, and which’ 
distinguishes Christianity from all other religions. The 
author of this volume preaches to the present hour. 
He preaches to men and women where they live and 
work. He knows people—he knows life—and he knows 
God. Because of these facts, this volume should be~ 


The Expositor 


‘lcomed by laymen and ministers -alike for it makes | 


teresting and profitable reading for all seekers after 
ith— Roy C. Helfenstein. 


STTER CHURCH LEADERS, by George V. 
‘thany. 127-pp. $1.50. 

This is a fine little book to put into the hands of 
cal leaders in churches, especially newly elected 
lers, deacons, and In ten short chapters, 
ritten in an easy, practical style, the author sketches 


Moore. 


trustees. 


e duties of lay officials, instructs in proper 
ocedures, and gives a large vision of cooperation 


hich make up the life of the local church, 

While the terminology and procedures are those of 
e author’s own denomination, The of 
irist, the book is readily adaptable to the uses of 
1 denominations. In the hands of a skilled pastor, 
could well be used for a series of discussions with 
i¢ combined boards of the church, to bring wider and 
ore intelligent participation in the parish activities. 
George Miles Gibson. 


Disciples 


HURCH SCHOOL CHATS, by Flora E. Breck. Wilde. 
S-pp. $1.50. 

This book is written principally for Primary teachers. 
he author has wide experience in this field, and 
ttates suggestions for increased attendance and stim- 
lating interest on the part of pupils. The problems 
yifronting those dealing with children are thoroughly 
irveyed. The book is of great practical use for it is 
yncerned with such matters as, “Creating the Right 
tmosphere,” ‘Have You Tried Choral Speaking?” 
nd ‘Recruiting Church School Workers.” 

Poems and hymns are included for special days such 
s Christmas, Easter, Labor Day and Mother’s Day. 


here are also many miscellaneous selections. This 
a valuable book for teachers of young people. 

-A. Wallace Copper. 

HRISTIAN FAITH AND MY JOB, by Alexander 


filler. Association Press. 60-pp. 59c. 


This book deals with current problems of employment, 
ocation, and industry as they impinge upon the 
hristian ethic, e.g. the ‘‘slow-down,”’ agreed dishonesty, 
nd union “rigging”. To keep their integrity Christian 
‘orkers as persons must resolve a dilemma that 
rings their job and their faith into conflict. The 
‘orker ceases to go to church because he does not see 
ow its standards can be carried out in his everyday 
ecupation. The patent solution would be to enter 
colony, an uplift: job, or a “satisfactory” job. The 
1an most like Christ is the man who is faithful to God 


1 his own calling as Christ was faithful in His. The 
rst justification of work is true service to God. We 
vust accept and then change what we find. The 


‘orker should expect from the minister an interpreta- 
on of the Christian responsibility of workmanship 
nd the world view. As we live and work we have to 
o with men and things, and in both of these 
ncounters we have to do inescapably with God. 
Wayne C. Clark. 

‘IINNEY LIVES ON, by V. Raymond Edman. Revell. 
2.50. 

president of Wheaton College, Dr. Edman revives in 
his volume the spirit of one of America’s great 
evivalists of the middle of the nineteenth century, Dr. 
‘harles, G. Finney. Following his fascinating historical 
ketch of the man and his work, he points out in lucid 
yle the pattern, price, and perils of revival reflected in 
inney’s influential ministry. To many minds the 
ethod of evangelism which the book encourages is 
utmoded.—E. E. Flack. 
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Perplexed Preacher 
(From page 258) 

Some writers, more definitely churchmen 
than Lippmann, more believing as to Bible 
teachings, do not resolve the perplexities. God 
is mote than a symbol, even if less than some 
of us had thought. He has become to them 
an impersonal Absolute, or the Ultimate 
Reality. Shall we tell our people to put all 
their trust in the Ultimate Reality for He—or 
is it, It?—-will respond to the deep longings of 
their hearts? Shall we urge them to respond 
to the Supreme Cosmic Power with religious 
faith? Or shall we continue to urge them, as 
Jesus did, when they pray—for pray they 
will—to say, “Our Father’? The writer, 
unable to be rid of God, has decided to rest 
himself as the little boy of whom Dr. Horton 
of England told. The little fellow asked, “Has 
any one seen God?” His mother said, “No!” 
He then concluded, “If no one has seen God, 
I will content myself with Jesus.” 

But even then the perplexities continue. 
What of Jesus? Can His leadership be trusted ? 
And how far? Was He, is He God? Is He 
even the revelation of God? The writer has to 
preach Him, or he thinks he has. How shall he 
present Him? According to the new Testa- 
ment, or according to Bruce Barton, or according 
to Walter Bell Denny? Says John Baillie, 
“How then are we to read this mystery for 
ourselves? Well, there 7s no reading of it, so 
long as we stand fast upon our human self- 
sufficiency, believing our conquests to be 
nothing but the fruit of our own free-will deci- 
sions, and our discoveries to be nothing but the 
fruit of our own perspecacity, and our upward 
. progress to be nothing but the fruit of our 
own vitality and initiative. A view of life 
which leaves no room, behind and around and 
above our proud human achievements, for the 
gift of divine grace can never hope to find any 
meaning in the declaration that ‘God was in 
Christ.’ But if, on the contrary, we believe 
that the first and real initiative in all the for- 
watd movements of our spirits lies not with 
our finite wills but with the will of the Eternal 
God, if we believe that we could never love 
Him unless He first loved us, then the mystery 
begins to be a little more transparent to our 
minds.” 

However, Dr. Baillie does not fully clear up 
the matter. Think of the implications of this 
quotation: “We cannot read the story of Christ’s 
life without its being very strongly borne in 
_ upon us that it marks the culmination, not onl 
of our human search for God, but also of 
God’s search for the human heart, This is a 
story, we say, not only of great faith but of 


Page 284 


tadio and the aeroplane, we have therefor 


f 
A 


great grace. This is a story not only of human 
discovery but of divine self-impartation! Here 
is not only a Man raising Himself up towards 
God, but God bending down to man! Here 
is not only ‘one man’s obedience’ to God, but 
God’s generosity to all men!’ This is clear, 
but does ‘divine self-impartation’ connote all 
that ‘incarnation’ does? 

One evening in a clergy club the writer heard 
a distinguished and beloved Episcopal clergy- 
man close a discussion by saying that it is the 
duty and the privilege of a minister to say to 
the penitent sinner who has come confessing, 
“God has forgiven you!’’ So the writer believes. 
But, again, on what grounds? Our fathers 
found the answer easy. They pointed the 
sinner to the Cross. But not so today. The 
cross is no longer the symbol of vicarious and 
atoning sacrifice. It is the symbol only of the 
greatest failure of the race, a failure “brought 
on by a specific occasion for which Jesus 
was fully responsible.” Can a symbol of 
failure be also a symbol of forgiveness? Shall 
we continue to preach the Cross, and, if so, 
how? It was said in the hearing of the writer 
that Dr. Henry Sloan Coffin had definitely put 
himself out of the ranks of the liberals when 
he wrote and published his book, The Meaning 
Of The Cross. And the critics penned their 
amazement that Dr. George A. Buttrick should 
close his Yale lectures with the theme, “The 
Preaching of the Cross.” 


At least, the Cross is still challenging us. 
We preach social justice. We rail at the cap- 
italistic system. We denounce the existing 
order. The Cross challenges us. Can we go 
the whole way? Are we setting ourselves to go 
the whole way to Calvary? 

And when Christ died, was He dead? Did 
He come again, and actually mingle with those 
He loved, and who loved Him? Sometimes 
among the books and listening to his friends, 
the writer is perplexed. He is forced to count 
himself out of the intellectuals, for he cannot 
see all the way they point, or go all the way 
with them. He takes some measure of com- 
fort from words of John Baillie: ‘“‘No mistake 
could be cruder, no ‘Idol of the Theatre” 
could be more childish, than the assumption | 
that because we know more than our fathers 
did about the movements of the stars or the 
inside of the atom or the origin of specific 
differences between living organisms, or still 
more that because we have harnessed to ou 
use the forces of electticity and radioactivity 
and have built ourselves the telephone and the 


any greater insight (than our fathers) into 
the ultimate meaning of life and the ultima 
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nature of the Most High God.” 
He takes comfort—it may be cold comfort, 
but, even so, it is comfort—in some words of 


Justin Wroe Nixon: 


“Religions do not die 


. . . because they become incredible to intel- 


lectuals. 


All great faiths 


. . have incredible 


aspects. They involve a certain desperate ven- 


ture of the mind as well as the heart.” 


So the 


writer admits all his intellectual shortcomings. 
The tired minister may rail at him for lack of 


courage. 


The learned prelate may inveigh 


against his ignorance. The philosophical mind 


may pity his illusions. 


However that may be, 


he will make the desperate venture of mind 
and heart. He will not cease to read, or strive 


to learn. 


He will endeavor to keep an open 


mind and an understanding heart. But the 
Bible will be his Book. The God and Father 


of Jesus Christ will be his God. 


And the 


Cross will be to him the symbol of eternal 
truths beyond his understanding. 
“Waking I look to Jesus on the Rood 

And thank Him that the ghostly night is gone; 
Until my soul had seen the Holy Cross 

I never knew the dawn. 
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